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FIRST RISE 


OF THE 


| N ame Proteſtant; 
"And what Proteſtantiſm i is: with a 


Juſtification of it; and an earneſt 


Por _ ion. to all Proteſtants to | 
perſi n that Holy Religion. 


"By a Profeſſed Enemy to \ Perſecution. 


——_——_ Y 


I WEO"IY 
——— 


LORD BISHOP of C OR K'S Proteſtant Peace- 
Maker. Pag. 138. I am, and muſt be in the 


oo mind, that the Stren th of the Proteftant Canſe, both 
here at Home, «nd ys itch Chriſtendom, lyesin the” 


Haves "Proteſtants ; and the Glory, Purity, and Pow- 
hciſtianity i» "the. World, ſtands cor falls with * 


r of 
| 'PROTESTANTISM. 
LONDON, Printed in the Year 1688. 
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4. E: follewing Papere-were,\ for the. oſt pf them, | | 
writ two Years fines and bad 1hen, been offertd. to your © ' 
 - view, if they. bad" ot hean; abſtrutted by. ſame ; =" mak £ 
ns ome Conſiderativng, of no uſe tobe bere ment;- 
WK 2 the 4 a « L 1 «$1 If TPRED! 4 1748 IJ? Ain ak: 03. BRE.7 = 
. The Author conceiwed- at that times. there was,gccaſiqn to ſnlpett.. 
that manywha pretended to he Proteſtants, cly/c 1 ink wy , Na 
ont of Intereſt, or ſomething a-kin19 that, rather than from K now-. 
ledge and Conſcience, . Many' appeared igionant of the.occaſuon of 
the Proteſtant Name, and «#0.hnderfand no batter what was Pro- =y 
teftantiſm r:/elf. © 'Theſt-ſeered to be ſo wavering aug; uncaſie n=. | 
der' theirs prefent Circumſtances, that little leſs mas neceſſary to re- 
rofrcile them'td\ the Roman: Relagion, than to'be certainly ſecured 1 
from the terrible effebts of Humant Statutes, provided to deter Men © | 
from ſuch Reconciliation. oY 
This prompted tbe - Author. ( having fome undeſired vacation at: 

that'time; from his' uſual: Imploy ). t0 endeanour, ta contribute ſome- 
thing rewards the helping of ſuch, wha-mere thus unſteady, to diſcers'- 

what it was they were abvut to relinquiſh; and conſequently, enquire 

what it is, on the other fide, they muſt ſponſe... People, in matters 
ef Relsgion, onght tobe conſtderate and wary; they ſhould not deal. 
Lin FEEY | A'S wirh: 
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—— LOI 
RE NT SO 


" The Epiſtle: 
y.do with their Hats and Chath?, when out of 


_; . #4 thi 
the faſhion. He thinks that GibVtrs v7 - En- 
gines, are no Goſpel Appointments to befriend the True Faith, Yea, 

© 5s of opinion, that the Apbifion aud" Sloth of Church-Officers, 
did firſt imtreduce Penal Laws, to-defend and guard Chriſtianity 
and force People into a Profeſſion of the Truth, And that Chris 


janity-ogade numbers of yeat Proſelites, during Conſtan- 
tine's nap al orion, ” ade the Ptnal Lax ond 
that Empirour's Government, or by all the P endl Laws Far ever 


were made ſince that time. He thinkT that Penal Laws have not wholly 
rendred Chriſtianity ineffeftual , but how much they have impeded 
its progreſs, he thinks, is very hard to comprehend. They have cer. 
TOY much promoted Hy "x arid Formality. 


Author is indeed a Conformiſt, but one that was grieved at the 
sndiſcreety'and leſs chatitable cenſures andcarriages of meny who 
baaſted of the fue charatter. He was really troubled to ſee then, 


mhoTatd they #ere Proteſtants, behaverhemſeloes ſo unbeſceingps1 
towards ther fellow Proteſtants, and ſo indyſtriouſly 0 Al pl 
undermine that very Church they made ſuch a clamour about, He 
' does not impute what they did, ly 9"-4 to ſplren\and malice apignſh 
' the Church they N_ ro.” » As for of: thewr, he apprebenas 
their Intell: tuals were ſo impotent, they had few thoughts of their 
own, by which: to gavern themſelves, but were wholly under a. for- 
reion condutt, which yet they perceived not. How'many more were 
mfiuenced by mutions too mean ant carnat for any good Man volun- 
rarily ro reſet rfl ano ? For the firſt ſort, we may pray, as our 
Savzokr did for bis Crutifiers, Lord, forgive them, for they knew 
not what they did. ©, But: 4s for the other fort, be leaves others to 
confider what meaſure of Chartty belongs 0. rhem, who! furiouſly: 
rune thei” Religious Neighbonrs) and" pull down. che Charch they: 
fern to inn, meerly to ſatisfit their own' filthy and moſt. deteſt able. 
Lifts. © He manifeſtexl ſomt rtſentmenty that Proteſtantiſm fhontd: 
he treated with ſo much” harſhneſs, by thoſe who pretended to the 
fame Retizion. Which occaſioned his having ſome experience, mot 
only of the reproachful Tinguage, : but. the. ruder effettr: of the aiſ- 
enided vehremente of "ome of thts own. Communion... ' But.\theſt 
thinrs be overlooks, and hapef that others, whoſe treatment bath not 
been very obliring, will ſo forget what is-paſt, 4s nat to inſift there- 
on,to the prejudice und dammage of the Religion'inoommon. among}t 


WIS» ; Sh. ; b4 Do, 
The Pref xcer concurring im al theſe matters with the Author 
. thinks, 


= one Lan9 af t of Pea ..1 
Snare 


FE 


* 


G4 3.5 «at 


| "I, "Thoſl * on {weve j 14 refule rr, and hiv... 
ſeriouſly befove they. coones.. on he, mould maiy no ſcrus.. 

ect depary from the, Proteſtant Profs, pes is 0th vl 
awed wirh. the dread, eud-terrowy. of. forme fururt danger. mm this .. 
Warld, that tnay'po evertaks. them,. ſbould theys. ade; prefer 


Circumſtances, reſign bemfalue: #8.4 Prof pay y- 5 
made > 540 %oe Yo pop Religion 55 a: Kogan diflind from Fat 
Humane Laws ; it is of . moſt neceſſary and. important concern ito 
Mex's Souls, and. their Eternal Salyation. And Humane Laws, 
whether for, ar againſt .it, do not. atter the Cafe. « And. therefore 
both as Fo ians.and ' as. Men, you- ought. to conſider and weigh , 
things. . Where different Religions are propord, you muſt examins .. 
the | SBS on' each. ſide, by the o_ Rude of of . Religion, and 
muſt govern your ſelves by Evidence. . The nature a Daportanee . 
of Religion, and the 'unyaluable worth of your own .Soals, rope 
this, There is nothing ſo fooliſh.avd abſurd,. as to be of a 
Religion. you . do ' not underſtand, or to. change. yanr . Profe. < 
you know not why, nor wherefore. Would. you alter , to obrain 
Preferments and Honours ? Alas, how little reaſen have you to 
expett theſe things, wbil'# there. are_ others. of more deſert, and_ 
o bring berter. I. eftimonials with. [them than. you cen ?. Far .. 
be p) x Changes eneonſ, iderately, gives. no proofs dthey.. of. TR 
Parts, or of - is Int Ty. Do you hope, PB uiering your Reli-.. | 
.gion, to eſtape Troubles and Sufferings * This is. an ill courſe _ 
to be taken » fer r ſuch. a purpoſe, . and nat FRY ee ary Fey 
God canfird you out. and has ways enough to yr 
you are aſſured you. fel ot... be forced. to. = oc, Pro fois 
or. Exercife of your Religion, ” 4 Royal, foro "X Promuſe, 

- mhichfully por formed, wilt attratt greater Yepute- glory ro tt 
Roman Religion, . than all the. Ar wments and Devices, the-x 00 
learned —_— ſubtil. Adherers to that See,. did ever invents. So 
that yot have. nothing, under wbich you-mgy. ſor ex your. ns \ 
nothing ta patronize. your Revolt... And; 70 atiſe w 
Temptation, 1s at once:hoth a'F oly and Withedneſs, that nothing 
can match on either account. -. 

2, Theſe, who. pretending” to the Church of En-land, have þ 4 | 
- Ar extravigant fervency, and nnes obbourly earneſimeſ I 4 


"IOBvate, aol AMMler- their * 


r :Pr be $ tee fs **TWfFIT Wouteh mivear 
7 s 6p as vedent3* how" Wnch thay 
bave injured the Proteſtant s ſmanFy and what a ſtroke th have laid \ 
ie Vunrtenion ro which td tended; operiiinnts T5 time 
WY AIAN Pet Fed. oth Humiliation; Er Sorrow, rae 
on re Pn 
manmrelr yo . ! : 
a 9 wy 25" 28 rye: Wopoton tb th "Motoricty 7 


Fatih” yp at Yrexrufe 2Ble 077 otro * done. ta the Prote 
Caiiſe t 4 drendful' blow have'you yen tbe Church = _ 
lind Pave ye here Me it thu to "otter ? Have you' wot | 
almy Hp Mege ite "What Wonnds like" hf edÞith þ are” = 
A etiitced Opal YO ot: about to.edmrrive excuſes, to © 
By #fcbirf you Bitde'dvua,” 10 verbal" Apolody can wy 
en! for your Crime. Repent and weep, and pray and ». form, 
ant ths ſpeetily, thorowly aggrevare- your guilt, take ſhame to 
"your ſtloes. JRBCEY, ant by hearty Repentavice, at "tr horow. Re-"" 
fortatiin; haſten to pas ofoy thoſe InenHations of Fade ments. 
you bayt mad? way for,, this 'ss the traſt on ought to Ao: Re- p 
member that Heathens "and Jews, #1 web cuting the” O14" Chri- © 
ſtians ; and the'Romaniſts a» perſecuting Proteltants, have this 
excuſe above you, that they. never. p av for things which' they - 
wry (hor? atknowledg ed ro be meerly indifferent. yp) you have 
zot' been afraid vo commit theſe toil Thins againſt your” Fellow 
| Prateſtan!s; with a high hand, and in the fthr of the Sun"t ſo * 
be nd nw. ahmed to make your Repentaice as opert arid viſhle: ' 
neither be verſe, | reftitution 'to the utmoſt of your pawer, to 
may - ho 6 = _ ® "unjuſt and mereueſs ex:itions. 
WY Kg fuet 2/4" from othirs it an wiolent 'ar-** 
« nyo pi Hog Lo oo Fj poverifie, "and rednor* 
dſt Mines : Nh, For Zhings, ey. at the fame time” 
"3 6? -nok Bj pc alede, were not x x. one bair of any Mars 
Hega?” Sy ey 'not the, Nats, 4 of tnenſeſ to' remain in any 
0 FEA nds, of i any o _—_ Houfes : : but b faithful ree 


MAC» do the BP\yWp "car te Jiruver your ſelves from the | 

VI" Recomipelt es lr Wiekedviſſes do _ or oo "ff ; 
n— what can you expett,, but that God "wil reiveinber your 

dew "gs Rot. You und d lice = ſhall __ Hr ever r likg your 


owes 


"IS 


_ "0134s Bile: 
bp: again "God tf Af 
"Have youu hat fiſt; Haſs 


let my Counſel be *5ce "and break off your 
Sins by Righteouſneſs, and your Iniquities, by fhewing Mer- 
cy to the Poor, if it may bealengthening of your Tranquility, 
OY Mike 


3. Thoſe who diſſent from the Church of England : Theſe 1 
would deſire to take Care, they do not reſent their former unkind 
Treatment with any. exorbitances, nor ſuffer the remembrance 
thereof to alienate whem from therr Proteſtant Brethren of the 
« orher Communion. Do nor 'trid, Paſſions, nor hep at 
any greater diſtance than needs you muſt. Be not hurried into 
any unadviſed compliances, on the one Hand ; or ſtifneſs on the 
other, Perquit not wrath or revenge to bave any place in you, 
much leſs, to tranſport you into any unchriſtian Hs 4 ep Fall 
wot your ſelves into what you have perceived to have no comlineſs 
in the Conformiſt Party. Fall not out one with another : improve 
the Eaſe, Freedom, and Liberty you injoy, for the real Intereſt 
of Religion. Be not concerned to maks Parties ; neither be over- 
warm for Notions or Prattices which have no plain and expreſs 
"warrant in Scripture. * | 

Let us all unite, and he brotherly affettioned one towards ano= 
ther. Let us lay aſide and caſt from us, with utmoſt diſlike, 
all our Animoſities, carnal Intereſts, and unjuſt Prejudzces on 


every hand. Let us wholly mind the things of Chriſt, and bear 


on anothers burthens ; leave all Indifferencies juſk as Chriſt 
hath left them ; make the Scriptures our only Rule, and lay ne 
more ſtreſs on any particulars, than Chrifl himſelf hath laid or 
them. Let us all pray earneſtly, improve diligently, both the 
Inſtruftions of the Holy Scriptures, and the preſent Calls of 
Providence, Let us all humble our ſelves' duly under the 
Mighty Hand of God ;, ſearch into, and try oxr Hearts and 


our Ways, and turn to the Lord from all our evil doings, with. 
or” whole might. Let us all be f one mind, ſtriving together - 
ler us follow after Peace with 


for the Faith of the Goſpel ; and. 
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having 


<« merit and their quality. Pag...169, POST SY 
- Had this Anthor, himſelf. exadtly. reniembred, and ſtria! 


of the like import, Chriftians, - the moſt innocetit,” 


H.4 f 
greateſt worth, - could, not have been (o injuriouſly af - es 
eſpattered, as gf late they have been by ſeveral hands. ' © 
atevet complaints and outcries may be raid againſt the 
Proteſtants, as if they were not candid and juſt enough in the 
- Accounts they give the World - the RomaniſPs Faith, Wore 


C72 » 


Giip, and Pradfice 3 though we Thould allow; that in fome-par- 
| mW fone 


ficulats,” Pa: 


ded kept | 
within ſuch moderate bounds as.they would have done, had 


Hot- 


" ghiey followed the ſes of our-moſt Learned agd Jugici- 


Kare bee Way? VF art fol he OY Roos ge 


leaſt alta to infiſt gn .a charge 6f this 


SS uſe pp oLop 


= 


Wr 
un 


world jato 2 þelicf of vety odd and ſtrange things both con- 
'crning Fhgit, Perſotis av Religion, yea; the" very Name by 


hich they 


more wit, ) þave. 
ane 


FE bh. 6 En 
-N +5 ſt "E. '$ . 
FP 


. perſons: of one. complexion and: of another, that ſome ( who, 
might have” heen cxpetted, had , had nlorg knowledge, and 


z thine, or rather, all their tine been brovght up in 
tive mide FL ef n 
| by.\ t pled; vs the 


\(- 


| (GI) 
ie Renee; Fertdfunblief: helen :3-Thoſewho liked 
nor" NE CG ning abner thinkvica reproach to be-cals 
Ke Poland i TREE ti-the<Nanme mipfit he frit deviſed 'by 
the Adverſarieg of our Religion, and might-be uſed by them at 
firſt in ſcorn afid contempt. witl-referefice to: thoſe who would 
hotimbrace gkd ſubmit toll} the: —_ and vnfcriptural Nos 
tions; and Practices which received Hife: and | authoricy  fromt 
' Kore "yet the: antient loyets;' and zeal for Religion,- only as 
cotnmanded: by divine Anthority, and as; warranted by thoſe 
Books which are oniverſally acknowledged by all Chriſtians to 
be writ by 'men divinely inſpired, reconciled our- Anceſtors-to 
that® Navie by which the Adverſaries- of their Retigion' would 
have rediculd them out of their Ptofeſſion. bes how it is 
cotne tops; that. poor. profeſliag the'ſinie/Retigion, ſhbuld 
now appear ſhy, and boggle at the' Name, as if ſome dreadful 
and hideous matter were wrapt up in the word Proreftant, I cant» 
not imagine, unleſs either their love-to, and zeal for their Rep - 
tigion, be leſs than their Anceftor% was; or thatſomefalſe re- 
| mgm ara haye'been made to' them of the:impprtfnece and 
rſt-occafion of this Name. What: ſort of writersihave con- 
- tributed moſt 'to create prejudices in mens-minds againſt :the 
name Proteſtant, I will not determine :*but I do not lay. all:the 
fault of miſrepreſenting in this caſe, 'on thoſe who do openly 
profeſs' themſelves, of the * Roz1iſhiCommunion; and yetT cannot 
wholly excuſe tnem; becabſe of late, they-have been at no fmall 
ftudy: and trouble'to perfwade people tocntertdin very wrong 
{dea's both of the Proreſtant Name and Religion. © 7 7 
- 'Weare lately told, that- «© The Proteſtanr Perſwaſion: las its 
& Name, Being, and Support, not from what it is in it ſelf, bus 
« from what it is not, in-defying- and* proteſtingiagainſt, their 
© Neighbours:'* Rep. # behalf of Amicable Attomod. pag.'17! 
'* Now it maynot be altogether improper, [in ordet't6 the'ſet- . 
ting of ſome weaker people' right-in their apprehenſjons,'to 
oo a ſhort and true account” ofthe firſb occaſion and riſe of this . 
Name Profeſtant, and. its oy uſe ever-ſince, from: Authors 


"of the beſt (credjt and: repute on each/ſids:* 7 -- - HERS 
* ' And that this Account may be the more'clearand diſtin&;- it 
 wilf be requiſite to obſerve'in general, That a great corruption 
' had for many Ages oyerſpread: Chriſtianity, in the Romiſh 
- Chnrch. Afterwards we may take notice, how Princes and 
"People were more direftly van to renounce” and _ = 

2 oſt 


169) 


£ * » 


| where, thoſe who have owned.and popietled the Proteſtant Reli- 
ion, have paſt currently with all: ſorts of people for .Prote- 


warrant, intermixed with it- {os ns 5 947, 
' ' The Myſtery of Iniquicy, which began inthe Apoſtles days, 
did by degrees increaſe to that height in the Roman Church, 
that it almoſt overwhelmed trace Chriſtianity, and made Reli- 
gion appear, and be inthe world little elſe than a trick of po- 
licy, and a"meer piece of Pageantry., And when the people 
had been a great while inured-to nothing but lifeleſs Superſti- 
tious Formalities, and were brought up blindly in a ſuperſti- 
tious, carnal, gay ſort of pratice, which was called Worſhip, 
the Biſhops of that See did by ſeveral artifices and tricks, firſt 
acquire, and then improve opportunities, to gratifie their own 
utmoſt and unreaſonable ambition : for the Princes and People 
were in many places-ſo efferginated, made ſo ſoft and eaſie, and 
unthinking by their methods, they very tamely and patiently 
gave way to their moſt unjuſt incroachments, ill at laſt they 
were not. able to help themſelves, .nor oppoſe the increaſing 
greatneſs of that See, And when matters were brought to this 
paſs,” then ſeveral points, were forced an the whole Weſtern 
Church ; the -burthen of which, the: Inhabitants of thoſe parts 
had never before feit 3 and which thoſe who firſt gave way to 
the Uſurpations of that See, never dreamt of. Now an uni- 
;-verſal Supremacy over the whole Church was challenged, and a 
power pretended, to make whatever re a Duty. In ſhort, 
the Biſhop of that See pretended an Intallibility,, which muſt nor 
ie call'd in queſtion ; he aſſunr'd a power to dypols of- People's 
Sins and Souls as he thought fit, and perſwaded them yp conld 
conſecrate any thing they would buy, to. be an effectual 
- means to' purge away their guilt. Nay, at laſt he claimed a 
power to diſpoſe of Governments, appropriating to _— a 
| | 5k | Supe- 
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| \ 
Superiority. in every: Prince*s Dominions.;z 2nd, both Princes 
and Pcople were blinded to that degree, - through the Ignorance; 
Superſtitions, and. Impurity which they, had' giveii way to, atid ' 
the juſt infatuation which God ſuffered to'trawl on and over=" 
zower them, that for a long time, very fewz -either 'of the? 
Fiiacetor People, did, make any. conſiderable attempts'to ex-' 
tricate themſelves outof that Bondape, or get rid of the Ty-" 
ranny and Apoſtacy into which they were funk. 4 127 
 Burthe time haſtening on, when God would deliver his Peo- 
le out of of that wretched eſtate ': The Head and principal 

Inſtruments of the Romſh'State were grown ſo ſecure and fear- 
les of danger, they gave up themſelves to their Luſts, and mind- 
ed nothing bur how..to invent new ways to'impoyeriſh the 
people ; by which means they occafioned the people to awake, 

- and ſuggeſted to their minds the moſt powerful and juſteſt pre- 
Judices againſt the way they were in, and that Church they did 
then adhere to. NI phe En | f 

For though there were many beams of light which ſhone . 
and down in the world, yet two things did principally diſpoſe 
the _ to caſt off that Spiritaal and Civil Yoke which \had 
mightily gall*d both their Conſciences and their Necks, and to 
inquire after the Truth. and Parity of Religion. 

The firſt, was the obvious, prodigious Ignorance, Sloth, and 
beaſtly Senſualiry and Debauchery of the generality of thoſe 
who pretended they had the keeping of the people's Souls and 
Conſciences z the Wickedneſfs, Tyranny, and Unſatiableneſs of 
the greateſt part; by far, of the Clergy, was ſuch as ſtruck moſt 
violently on the, outward ſenſes of the People :. So that the 
were forced to conclude, -God would not intruſt any extraordi- 
nary Depoſitum with ſuch perſons. ' A German Biſhop, in the 
year 1519 ( which wasnot long before the Reformation, ) comt- 
Plains ( as in 4»ſeccle I find him quoted ) in this manner: 
« Tam afraid the Doctrine of the Apoſtle, tonching the Qua- 
&« lifications of a Biſhop, is but very ill obſerved in theſe days, 
& or rather, that we are fallen into thoſe Times which he noted, 
_<* when he ſaid, / know that after my Departure Kavetous Wolves 
A will come among you, not (paring the Flock, Where may one 
-*© ſee a good Man choſen to be a Biſhop ? One approved by 
. © his Works and his Learning : And any one, who 1s not either 
© a Child, or Worldly, or ignorant in Spiritual things ? They 
. x. have, no love for ony byt Sianers, they deſpiſe. IT 
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< , Flatterer's, Bi s. "Players; ? hen they thould- have 
Crt IR d hol Naa” ie of ore Cock REM 
« <-n0t. $0 the the Frans of God, but to thoſe of the Devil, to 


Mn ks to MN Gameſters, Humers, 
"Paneer: i And hence It-15, thar*the 
ſe of GR on e: "3:36 by ar eiche Tv Martheiwo 
Paris, 11 =: Ning in his Hiſtory, 'of the corruption 
and wicke dneſs Wy the Clergy » Aiith, *'It was'riſen to pion 
« mqus-a height, : the Dear ſent them Letters of. Thanks, 
© becauſe of t extraordinary. ſervice they did him, in ſetiding 
* Souls [9 Hell in, greater, Troops than ever came thither before: 
You mag: fint Jarge accounts of, ahd complaints againſt their 
notorious wickedneſs i in. the Writings of Nic-de Climans. and, 
ethers. Several of the Pops Writers do acknowledpe, "heir 
Debanchery and WickednelEs was fuch, as' did necel tate 'the 
People. to ſeek, after) a Reformation. «And truly (faith Mes 
« ceray )'the extream Iznorarice of the, Elerg gy Ry bf them 
& ſcarce ayle to read.;. the ſcandalons Lives '© the Paſtors, moſt 
*« of them Concubinarics, Drunkards, and Uferers ;- and theit 
" extream negligence gave him ( viz. Luther) a fair advan- 
© tage to-perſwade the people; 'that the Religion they taught, 
, «8s: \COLTVÞe 2, Jince their Lives and. Examples were ſo 


, Aſecond thing which 1 very much; awaken'd the Princes ad 
we. and prepar*dthetn to caſt off ard” renounce the Romiſh 
Trumpery, was the Pope's, Biſhop's, and_other Fcclcfiaſtical 
Officers moſt enormious proſtituting thoſe very things where- 
in-they pretended to place very much. of their Religion, and by 
which they. pretended to impart to the 'people the Merits -_ 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Saints. Fot Leo the Tenth havin 
mind to raiſe great Suinms of Mony to fatisfie his own pro! & 
humour, and make large Proyiſions for his Kindred, ſent abroad 
his Agents through the Empire, but eſpecially ia Germazy, to 
Fl! the ,pardon' of Sins publickly, nnder'pretence to build the 
Church of St. Peters at Rome. . The Sellers of theſe Iridulgep -\ 
cies, did proſtitute them at 'the Rttangeſt rate imaginable”; 

They would ſell them for ahy, thing wheiewith they might Reg 
| h fie their Luſts. They would play them away 

Ber laflre 5 i= at Taverns ;, At a Game at Dice, they would 
"Bs 5 quotidir fine port” Rake a Min: #2ajtiſt ſo mych Money; the Par- 
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wrote againſt by Lnther, FE c (ent his "5 Top "t WW my 
Bull to Shfirn theſe Inbulpentite, afſerting - Yen ot jp! P. 2m 
Hy power to give and et, gem ip in pls ' vide'Mezenrah; "Aevi 
r- By the power of the” * upp .c 

= t; Peter 7 nd tits ici the Bi if | 

of Roxie, had a right to pardon the Faithful all the OR: jy 
puniſhment of their Actual Sins;'to wit, the guilt, by means 
of the Sacrament of Penance , and the temporal Puniſhment 
by. means.of Indulgencies, whether in this life, or in Purgatory : 
and that by thoſe Indulgencies, he could apply to the Living 
and.the Dead, the ſuperabundance of the Merits/ of Jeſus 
Chriſt and the Sajuts, cither by. way of Abſofution; of by way 
of Suffrage. So that the Living and the Dead participating of 
thoſe Indulgencies, were delivered from the puniſhment 'rhat 
the Divine Juſtice would inflict, on them. for' their Actual 


"Bur Luther? $ ntendiy this poin with the  Romiſh "Agent 
put him and 750m on a ing 6 19 of obs into” other Aer 
tions 1n that Church : by which means Li Hh broke fo hi wy 
with more power, to the full ſatisfatiorf of vety that 
there was an abſolute neceſſity of a. Reforma.” A le 
Agents heing nar able to contelf the matter. Wo, 2 
-Eccing and others hging quite worſted and'ba th 
'guings,' Sylveſter Prierias poſitively inſiſt" 
ed on, the Pope's authority , acknwletg.” * "Hed. Colk. tx. 
Ing the Scriptures did not warrant thoſe In-- "An: 1515, Quicungue 
Hilgencic, but that the Pape did; whoſe - woh Jonms Biel deBrime 

Ba _ 
authority , vu. by erted ,_ was above tlc 3; Peet 
Scriptures. thus he bropght that” ;regule Wh ” His 
point on the Kage, which _ report"! aqua fr ite ſa 7 8 
on, appearing to be a meer. cheat roſs Para tibur trahi + 
untruth, the peaple haſtened to inbNe the #% IP Rarities, 
Sufficiency of the Scripgure, and. thar the of a + 
.Noly Scriptures were the.onl Tons d ſad app* cinted Chriſti 
ns to guide themſelves by in ters fRehgion, in oppg- 
ſition to the Pope's pretended anthority. 
. This, of the. Pope's authority, being the: point, for which 
both Head and Members of that Church were mainly concerned, 
and which ſupports ant keeps all the other corruptions in that 
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"Church, in life, when the vanity and ungroundedneſs, the ab- 
ſurdity and wickedneſs of that claim came to be expoſed 'and 
hid open to the World, the Intereſt of that Church did ve 
much: ſink, and. the authority of Scripture was much advance! 
amongſt people. So that the Pope, notwithſtanding all his Let- 
ters and Stratagems to deſtroy Luther, arid hinder the ſpreading 
of that Light which was now broken forth, could not effe& his 
ceſign;; but knowledge increaſed every day, and the authority 
of the Scripture was much inſiſted on, to the great damage of 
the Pope and his Adherents. | : 
”Tis true, the Pope by his Letters and Nuncio?s; did prevail 
IT Oy with the Emperour, and ſome of the 
' Mounſ., ClaudJef of Princes of Germany, to make an Edict, 
the Reformation, part 3d., when they were aſſtmbkd at Worms, 
_/ E55: PE TP - which forbad Luther Fire and Water, and 
the commerce of all the World ; it extended alfo to all his Fa- 
vourers and Followers, and Complices : but the more vivlent 
the Pope and and his people were againſt "Lachey, and the greater 
ſtir they kept-with the Princes to ſee the Edict of Worms ſtriet- 
I ESFROery's the greater number of Friends God raifed up for 
ther and his Followers. | 
:...For the. Prifices aſſembled at Nuremberg, declared they could 
not put the Pep2's Bull, nor the Edict of Worms in execution, 
Twichout involving themſelves in great dangers, and that the ge- 
nerality of che people were ſo ſenſible how matters ſtood, 'hay- 
ing their eyes opened by the writiugs of the Zurherans, that if 
they ſhould execute thoſe Sentences, the people woutd: believe 
they were only.made'to overthrow the Truth of the Goſpel, and 
to maincain and defend their evil abuſes and impieties, &r. And 
-having\dfawe- up this their Anſwer in form of an Edi, they 


*Fent'their grievances to the Pope, to thenuttiber of an hundred 


[ 


ticles, whith'they cald, Ceman Gravemine. | | 


1 After this, another Aſſembly of the Princes publiſhd another 


_declaration-in.farm of an Imperial Edit, which extreamly pro- 


vok*t the Pope and all his Creatures. ' Upon this the Pope com- 
plained to the Emperour by Letters ; and to animate him the 
more, he perſwaded him that that was a manifeſt breach of his 


Authority, and a form and deſign to withdraw themſelves intire- 


ly from his Obedience': theEmperour is hereby prevailed with 

to (concern himfelf in the matter; and accordingly, writes ve 

Preremptorily to the Princes,requiring them to execute the Edict 
| MS Aaf7 <d * Ute! wel 4 bY 5 4 Tor of 
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+ irm-, and make void that of Naremberg. And this brings 
r::* to the very Riſe of the Name Proteſtant ; an Aceonnt of 
wi:ich I will give you in the exgl:ſhed words of a Forreign Divine, 
- who hath very faithfully colle&ed his Relation ont of the moſt 
celebrated and authentick Hiſtorians who have writ the Affairs 
of thoſe Times, Hz Account is thus, "© 
« In the Month of April, in the Year 1529, an Aſſembly 
« of the Princes and other Scates'of Germany was held at Spire z 
« whether Pope Clement did not fail to ſend 
« 2 Nuncio : the firſt thing they did there, M. Clauddef. of the 
&« was to rc jet the Ailzmbly at the Cicy of Reform. part 3d. Page 
« Strasbureh, under pretence that it had 51» © 
& :boliſh:d the uſe of the AZ:/5, wirhout 
& waiting for the Imperial Diet. This violent procedure was 
& quickly afier followed by a Decree, that Feraimand Arcit- 
& Duke of Az;tria, and fome other Princes who took par t with 
& the Ccurt of Rome made,and whom the Emperour had expreſly 
« chozen for his Deputy Commillioners. They ordained there- 
« fore in the firſt place, that thoſe who till then had obſerved 
« the Edict of Worms, that 1s to fay,. who not only had not re- 
« ceived the Reformation, but who had perſecuted it with all 
«their might, ſhould for the fucure do the like, and force their 
& Snbjects to do the fame : And that as for thoſe, in whoſe 
«Countries thoſe new DoCtrines had been ſpread abroad, pro» 
& yided they could not extirpate them, wichout putting them- 
«ſelves into maniteſt danger of ſtirring vp Troubles, it ſhould 
< be. their.part, at leaſt, to hinder any thing more from being 
<« Innovated, till the calling of a Council. Secondly, They 
<« crdained, that above all things, the DoQtrine which oppo- 


© ſed the Subſtzntial Preſence, ſhould neither be propounded 


« nor received by any in all the compaſs of Germany, and that 
« the aſs ſhould not be avrogated. In the Third place, they 
& decreed, thiat they ſhould nor allow Preachers in any place 
* to explain tife Goſpel otherwiſe than by the Interpretation 
&« of the Fathers, In fine, they ordained grievous penalties 
& apainſt the Printers and Booksellers who ſhould Print Or 
& yend, for the future, the Books that contained. titat 'new 
« Doctrine. | 
« The other Princes and States of the Empire beholding this 
& manifeſt Oppreſlion, thought themſelyes bound to make an 
_& Act of Proreſtetion to the 6d They gy: 
Tnere= 


'< » 


t therefore, that that new Decree contradicted that which had 
& heen paſſed in the preceding Aſſembly, where every one was 
«to be frec in reſpect of his Religion ; that they did not pre- 
& tend to hinder the other Princes and States from enjoying that 
« [.jberty ; but that on the contrary, they pray*d God that He 
<« would give them the knowledge of His Truth : That they 
<< could nor, with a good Conſcience, approve ofthe Reaſon , 
« for which they would allow them to retain the Evangelical 
« DoCtrine, to wit, leaſt they ſhould fall into new Troubles ; 
&« for that would be to-confeſs, that it would be good to re- 
& nonnce that Doctrine, if it could be done without Tumult 
& which would be a criminal and wicked Confeſſion, and a tacit 
& Denyal of the Word of God. That as to the Maſs, thoſe 
© who had aboliſyt it, and who had re-eſtabliſhed in its plece 
& the lawful uſe of the Supper of our Lord, were led by the In- 
<« ſtjtution of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. That as for the Doctrine 
« that oppoſed the Real Preſence, they did not believe, that 
« they ovght lightly to condemn thoſe who held it, without 
<« hearing them and that proceeding was againſt Equity, eſpe- 
« cjally in a matter of ſo great conſequence. [In fine, that they 
© could not conſent to that Decree, offering -the Reaſons of 
<« their carriage to the Emperour and all the World. That 
<« they did appeal to a Free Council, and that in waiting for 
<« jt, they would do ——_ which they ſhould juſtly de- 


© ſerve any blame. 


onde Proteſtantium : 


nomen quod ad omnes 
en, qui eorum que 


perperum in religionem 


invetta ſunt, emendati- 
ozem amplefi ſe pro- 
feſh ſunt, obitque ab 
Eccleſia Romana defe- 
cere, dimanavit, Thu- 
an.Hiſt. lib. 1. P. 26. 

Nomen per contemp- 
tum ab adverſariis 0b 
proteſtationem Spire 
zmpoſitum. D. Pride- 
aux Let, 9g. de vill- 
bil. Eccleſl;, 
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his AF of Proteſtation was made 
« at Spire, the 19th. of April, 1529. And 
<« from thence came the Name of Proteſtants; 
« which has been ſince given to all thoſe- 
«who have embraced the Reformation, 

This is the true Account of the firſt Riſe 
of this Name Proteſtant ; which was uſed by 
way of reproach by thoſe who adhered to 
the Romiſb Corruptions, atid aſſerted the 
Pope*5 Authority above the Scripture, to» 
wards them who renounced thoſe Corrup- 
tions, and proteſted againſt the Pope's Sy- 
premacy, and for the Sufficiency- and fole 
Anthority of the Scripture. 


- - And this Name hath ever ſince been ap- 


plied to, and appropriated by them who 


have -renounc ed-Popifh Corruptions, and eſpecially, that great 
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(1 ) 
Fundamental Article of the Supremacy, becanſe of their con- 
tradition to, and derogating from the Holy Scriptures. | 

The beſt Hiſtorians, both Proteſtant ws Popiſh, do confirm 
the Truth of this Relation ; and that all people have promiſcu- 
ouſly paſt in all Countries under the Name of Proteſtants, who 
have renounced the Pope's Authority, and that Body or Syſtem 
of falſe NoQtrines and ſuperſtitious Praftices, which are main- 
tained and juſtified in the Romiſh Church, becauſe of their con- 
tradiCtion unto Scripture. 


For the Name Proteſtant is a common Title to diſcriminate- 


all thoſe who renounce and forſake the Romiſh Communion, 
becauſe of its contradiction to the Holy Scripture, from thoſe 
who do own, and are of that Communion. But it was not de- 
ſigned to deſcriminate one ſort of people renouncing and pro= 
teſting againſt that Communicn on the aforeſaid Account,from 
others who agree in the ſame Point, And gherefore in every 
Age and Nation, other Names have been made uſe of to di- 
ſcriminate Proteſtants one from another, according to the mat- 
ter indifference betwixt them. | 

True Proteſtantiſm then conſilteth more eſpecially in two 
Points. : ER 
_ Firſt, Proteſting-againſt, and renouncing Popsſh Corrupti- 
ons, and eſpecially all ſuch Infallibility, Supremacy,and Autho- 
rity as the Biſhops of Rome have, for ſome Ages, laid a claim to. 
It ig the renouncing the thing it ſelf, which Proteſtantiſm chiefly 
reſpeQs ; its reference to ſuch a particular perſon, is only ac- 
cidental, by reaſon of his audacious and arcogant challenging 
that Power. But Proteſtantiſm would bz equally againſt the 
Claim, if that Biſhop ſhould lay it down, and any other, either 
in France, Or in awy other Countrey, ſhould challenge it ; or 
if it ſhould be pretended ta be lodged in any other Man, or 
Body of Men. | 

Secondly, Proteſting for the Sufficiency and Authority of 
the Scripture : That the Holy Scripture is a ſafe and full Rule 
for the InſtruQtioh of us in all things needful to be known or 
done in order to Eternal Life ; and that nothing ought to be 
admitted as an Article of Chriftian Faith ; which cannot, by 
juſt. conſequence, be proved by this Rule, according as the 
Church: of England expreſſtth her ſelf. Article 6. 

In theſe two things Proteſtantiſm doth confiſt ; the denial 


thoſe 


and renouncing of the Pope*s arrogated Supremacy, and all 
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"1 
thoſe SuperftroQions which have no foundation but that Autho- 
Ti:y; 2nd theowningand adhering to the Scriptures, as the on- 
1y complecat Rule of Religion 2 This 15 the great, fundamental, 
poſicive Principle in Proteſtantiſm. | For Pr :teftantiſm doth not 
rake away an undue, boundleſs Power and Authority from the 
'Pope, 29d confer 1t on another perſon. it aſcribes indeed to 
the Supream Poryer In every Nation) what belongs to the 
ſame, according to the conſtitution of the Government ; .pro- 
teſting againſt al} forrcign and cvery unjuſt pretence and claim, 
'To the prejudices cf the rigltfal Owner. And it aſſcrts tte 
only right of the Scriprure to be the Rule that every Supream 
Power on Earih ſhould obſerve in reſtoring and reforming 
Religion, as occiſions are offercd, by reaſon of the Decays or 
Corroptions which may have prevzllect. 
by | « The Bible, I ſay, the Bible only is the 
Chillingworth's © Religion of Proteſtants, whatſoever elſe 
Safe way to Salvation. © they Believe bcfjdes it, and the plain ir- 
Page 375+ ©-refragable, indubitable Confequences of. 
| < it; well may they hold it as a matter of 
< Opinion ; but as matter of Faith ana Religion, neither can 
& they, with. coherence totheir own grounds, Believe it them- 
«« ſelves,nor require the Belief of it of others, without moſt high 
£ and Schiſmatical Preſumprion. 

And now, ſeeing Proteſtantiſm doth mainly, or rather, only 
conſiſt in aſlerting.the Holy Scriptures to be the Rule, the only 
Rule,” by which all Chriſtians are to govern and manage them- 
ſelves in all matters of Religion. So that no Doctrine is to be 
' owned as'an Article of Faith, 'on any account, but what hath 
very plain warant and ſound evidence from the Scriptures ; nor - 
No znſtance of Religious Worſhip to be owffed or ſubmitted to, 
as neceſſary ; nor any thing to be entertained as a part of Reli-/ 
gion, but what the Scripture doth appoint and warrant. Tr 
may not be altogether unuſefu!, to inquire briefly, whether this 
Principle be really juſtifiable, or no ? Or, whether thoſe who 
are called Proteſtants, on this Account, be truly in the_'righr, 
touching this matter ? For, if we be right in this Point, then the 
great Fundamental oppoſite Point of our Adverſeries muſt needs 
have a flaw in it, and cannot be ſolid and ſubſtantial ;' and con- 
- ſequently, all the particular Doctrines and PraCtices, which have 
- their whole being and Dependance on that Authority, mpſt ne- 
ceſlarily expire, and give op the Ghoſt, - 2 7 T 
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. - Now much: might bdofferedito evince, that Proreftants have 
very good ground to ret afſyred; that they are not miſtaken in 
this maiter: :-buc I: with only: offer theſe few conſiderations g 
which being viel! conſidercd 3nd improved, may 'ſuffice to fſatif- 
fie any unprejudiced and impartial honeſt meaning perſon, that 
Proteſtantiſmis not a inmmerſome precarious thing, but is really 
accompanied with the greateſt evidence and certainty any Per- 
ſnzizon can juſtly pretend unto. | Thy | 


-— 


. Firſt, Ic is univerſally acknowledged, by all who profeſs 
themſejves Chri/tians, that the Holy Scriptures, viz. thoſe 
. Books contained In the Old and New Teſtament, as received 

by Proteſtant, arethe, Word of God, and were written at the 
appointment of God, for the conſtant Uſe and Benefit of his 
Church and People,. by Perfons Divinely.Inſpired for that pur- 


poſe. | 


Secondly, Suppoſing ( but. not granting ) that thoſe Scrip- 
tures do nat contain the whole Revelation God hath made of 
his Mind and Will, for the conſtant, perpetual, and obli- 
Eing - Uſe of his Church ;' yet it is moſt evident, that 
&heſe Scripturesare a ſafe and moſt certain Rule in Matters of 
Religion, ſo far as they do extend. They are a certain Rule 
touching; thoſe matters. of which they do treat; and fo far 


. 


a5they dq treat of them... , j;4 1 - c__ 
,;-$0 that there can be nojnfbpretence of a -Divine Revelation 
for any DaRtrines or PraCtices:whichrare inconfiſtent with, or 
confxadictory to what God hath declared in theſe Scriptures : 
Becauſe. che Divine Veracity.and: Truth, which is Eſſential to 
ths Dceity,;cannot. permit; that: God-ſhovld contradit him- 
Felf. - Ali chat canbe precended, witty reference to this matter 
s,-/that :Ghd> may. make mure: Declarations: of his Will ; and 
Either inlarge: the Diſcoveries He hath made of his Will touch- 
Ing . particulars . already; madeiknown ; or add Declarations 
of; His ;Mind-concerning .Mat:ers.'which: He-'doth' not at all 
Jiſcourſe:.of, ini thenScriprureys:Butit.is not conſiſtent with 
ihe. Nagimrah Nowions:iob ja dIdit$/(00 witiaiche Revelations 
.God, abi mage NapHawapi ob tbiaſelt; > that: He ſhould 
[overthrove , the Truth, 'of >a Former: Revelation by a Lat-- 
Wo -;Or) Zhat, Contradictions ſhould- be reconcileable in His 
J{ Bib 13009 v419iq49 £24477 <UL 
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For any Man to affirm that a Divine Revelation may contras 
dit any thing taught in the Scriptures, whil'ſt he profeſſerh 
theſe Scriptures are pure Divine Revelations, is not only to it» 
volye himſelf in moſt obvious and horrid Abſurdities, but to 
contraCt upon himſelf, to burthen and overwhelm himſelf with 
the guilt of the moſt plain and unnatural Blaſphemy againſt God, 
If any thing that plainly contradicts the Scripture, can-be a Di- 
vine Revelation, then a Man may be indiſpenſibly obliged to Bet 
lieve, and not to Believe the ſame eas; to do, and not to do 
rought under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, that whether he Believe, or do not Believe ; whe- 
ther he Practice, or do not Practice, it will be the ſame thing, - 
he will be equally guilty. . But certainly, if our-Adverſaries can 
pretend to Revelations which do contraditt the Scriptures, 
they cannot pretend to lay any Obligation on ns to comply 
with them 1n_ thoſe Matters which the Scriptures do contra- 
di ; for we have every jot as good Authority to Believe 
2nd PraQtice in direct contradiCtion to them, as they have to Be- 
lieve and ACt in expreſs cantradiftion to us, though we ſhould 
condeſcend to an impoſlible Suppoſition, viz, That a Divine 
Revelation may contradi& the Scriptures. Befides, they have 
no need or occaſion to trouble themſelves to prevail with us to 
comply with them in their Points ; for (ſuppoſing their Reve- 
Ltions to be as opt nrnny" whether we comply, or do not 
comply, the Caſe is juſt the ſame ; for we are never the better 
if we do. comply. with them 5 nov-is-our Zuilt-and' offenceone 
jet the more, if we do not: comply. - But if what they call D- 
vine Revelations, be not:really {0.3 and they will, notwithſtant- 
ing, Believe or Act, or bath, in contradiMion to'the Scriptures, . 
which are known, owned; and profeſſed Divine Revelations; - 
let them ſeriouſly. confider what is like to be the fruic of thetr 
ſo doing. We have reaſon therefore to conclude, that all thoſe 
Doctrines and Practices which are inconfiftent with,/and do con 
tradict what is declared inthe Holy Scripture, have not a DE 
vine Original, but have their Riſe from the fountain of Falf- 
hood and Untruth. + And therefore weeannot be jaftly-blamed, 
#we' proteſt againſt and Thjolhptack Notions and Proctives:; for 
we certaitly have a good-Foundatiennd jſt Authority for eve- 
ry. part of our Religion, which 'Seripture ured em and 
plainly warrant. ' And they mult needs beats-great: loſs for juft 
Authority, as to thoſe - Points which expreſly — *the 
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$eripturs, whatever may become ofthoſe Points attiotigſt then” 
couching which, they may conceive the Scripture is fi- 
lent h 


ent. | | 
' But laſtly, If the Holy Scriptures we are ſpeaking of, do con- 
fain the whole and intire Revelation of the Mind and Will of 
God, which he hath deſigned for the conſtant and perpetual uſe 
of his Church and People, and do furniſh People with full In- 
ſtruions and Directions in all Matters of Religion, then Pro- 
 Feſtants have very good warrant to affirm and ſtedfaſtly adhere 

to this Point, viz. That the Holy Scriptures are the only Rule 
 weareto | pm our ſelves by in all Matters of Religion. And 
weare ſafe enough as to this part of our main Principle ; and 
cannot, with any juſtice, be reproached or blamed by our Ad- 
yerfaries on this Account, till they can produce very good and 
ſubſtantial evidence for ſome other Divine Revelation really di- 
ſtint from thoſe we are diſcourſing gf. But this is a task ſo 
hard for them to undertake, ſo impoſſible for them to perform, 
that there is not one underſtanding perſon in that Communion 
(1am perſwaded ) who dares adventure to ingage in it. For 
it will not ſerve the turn to talk honourably of Tradition in 
general, nor to make a noiſe about Apoſtolical Traditions, 
without mentioning particular Traditions, and proving them 
tobe Divine Revelations, and that they are truly Apoſtolical, 
-and were by Divine Appointment ſer apart for the perpetual 
uſe of the Chriſtian Church. The Council of Trent ſpeaks loud 
"of Apoſtolical Traditions, and advances them to the ſame de- 
gree with the Holy Scriptures, and appears: ſo reſolv?d for 
theſe Traditions, that' ſhe makes them neceſſary to compleat 
the Scripture, in order unto its being a perfect Rule : but alas, 
her conrage cool'd in a little time, for ſhe dared only to tal 
extravagantly, and in exceſlive terms of Tradition in General g 
The dared not to name particular Traditions, which ſhe wonld 
-own and undertake to prove truly Apoftolical, and of Divine 
and conftantly binding. Authority to the Church. And ſince ſhe 
thought it not convenient to deſcend to particulars, I am of 
opinion, particular perſons in that.Communion will not care to 
meddle in the matter, but rather chuſe to refer it to another 
Cauncil, when they can get one : becauſe, if they ſhould une 
dertake it, it muſt only be for our fakes ; and thoſe of that 
Communion cannot but know, that -nothing leſs will ſatisfie 
Tuctccantiovs, tealonable people as Proteſtants are, ing __ 
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of this -nature, than ſuch - evidence,, as 1s; very-fubſtantial an& 
proportionate to the thing to be proved, And could they pro= 
duce ever ſo good evidence for any particular they will cail a Di- 
vine Revelation, or Apoſtolical Tracicjon, it would be of no 
uſe to thoſe of their own Chusch, who prefer particular Hus: 
mane Teſtimony, called by :nottier Name, before all ſort of pre- 
per and ſuitable evicence. And after all their pains, theugh, 
they could produce ſatisfactory evidence ( which I affirm to be 
utterly impoſſible jn this caſe) for ſome Tradition which wonid 
inforce ſume Point the Scriptures do not inforce. yet this would 
not to them any ſervice, however it would weaken our Prin- 
ciple, astouching the PerfeCt-on of that Body pf Divine R&ela- 
tions we have : For notwithſt2nGcin”, we ſhcpld, in obcdience 
to a Divine Revelation, thoug}: 1 oug ily proved and evidenced, 
concur and joyn with th. n ia ſome. Point we did not 1mbrace 
before ; yet the ditterence betwixt them and us in that matter, 
world be as great as before ; there would ſtill remain a formal 
difference betwixt us touching this 'very particular ; becauſe, 
though we ſhould Believe or Practice the ſame thing, yet the 
formal Reaſon of Believing or Doing it, woutd be rotally diffe- 
rent. | . 
So that if any would attempt to produce ſubſtantial evidence 
for any Revelation diſtinct from the Scriptures, their labour will 
be wholly- uſeleſs, with reference to their Thuzch, unleſs they 
can. produce a Reyclation relztivg to their Church, like that 
Law the flattering Conrticrs of :n £2ſfterz Prince told him they 
could find, when they were ata loſs for a particular Law, to war: 
rant ſome particular PraCtice the Prince was inclined nnto ; 
though they knew of no Law relating to what was propos'd, yet 
there was a Law. that the Prince might Command and do what 
he pleaſed. Such a Revelation ovr Adverſaries muſt produce, 
(Indeed, I am apprehenſive, thcy Act in that Communion, as if 
they had ſuch a Revelation; but all the miſchief is, they cannot 
roduce valid proof for it?) or elſe they muſt be ar the trouble 


of providing diſtin Revelations for the ſcveral Paints in di- 


ſpute, and diſtin Evidence, unleſs they can make a ſhift to 

croud three or four of cheir Notions into a ſingle Tradition, 
and ſo make ſhorter work of it. 

In ſhort, the Proreſtants do affirm, That Divine Revelation 

is the oaty Rule of Chriſtian Religion : That the Holy Scrip- , 
tures are! confeſſed!y Divine Revelations 3 Thar-theſe Holy 
: 2 | $a T7”. om 
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Fcriptures do contain aff thoſe Divine Revelations God hath ap- 
pointed to beof perpernatitanding, obliging Uſe to his Church 
and People. . . We acknowledge, that were it poſlible for our 
Adverſaries to produce ſolid proof, that there is any Divine 
Revelation diſtin from what theſe Holy Scriptures do contain, 
which God hath appointed to be of conſtanc, perpetual, binding, 


Uſe to his Church, they might thereby invalidate our Principle, 


which doth affirm, that the Holy Scriptures are the Only Rule 


by which Chriſtians are to govern themſelyes in all Matters of 


Religion : But yet we afhcm, their doing this, would not really 
advantage their Cauſe ; becauſe the ſame Fo:mal difference 


would remain betwixt them and us afrer, as before ; for though - 


we ſhould be obliged, on their exhibiting ſiich proof for ſome 


particular Reyelation, which ſhould warrant and oblige to own | 


and uſe ſome Dottrine or Practice at preſent in diſpute betwixt. 
us; yet. the agreement which. would then- ſeem. to be betwixt 


them and us, in: that particular, would only be material, and - 


not formal z becauſe we ſhould then own t:ie Doftrine or Pra- 
Qice, what.is injoyned, purely becauſe taught and. commanded 


by-a Divine Revelation, throughly evidenced : And they would -. 


own.the DoQtrine or Practice, the Duty injoyned, purely be- 
cauſe taught and commanded by a. meex Humane Authority; 
which they are pleaſed to name Infallible, And it will not bz 
to any purpoſe, ' 28 them: to undertake a wore pick diſpatch in. 
this mattex, by talking of an Iofallible-Judge, tor tie cannot be 
Judge and Rule too 3 -There muſt be D;vine Revelation, which 


mult be the Rute for their Infallible Juige to exerciſe and imploy + 
his Infallible Judgment about. And ſeeing all their attempts to 
prove their Infallible Judge by Scripture, have been very unfor- - 


' tunate; and withour ſucceſs. 1 may ta eiFfor-granced, when, once 
they have agreed together, and found out. their Infalfible Judge, 


their beſt proof that that Perſon, .or Bod y.of 'Men ( which ever 


they ſhall agree upon)is a Judge, and an Infallible Jadge in Mat- - 


ters of Religion, muſt be ſome new Revelation, or ſome old Tra- 


dition never hitherto.knowg to be a Divine Revelation; for we + 


muſt have bette [neg than any-that has yet been-offered on the 
behalf of any of eir-Traditions,hefore we can entertain them 
as Divine Revelations. And when they have well proved that 


Tradition, and its Divine Authority, which ſh3ll. fx' and ſerrle 


their Infallible Judge, they muft ſtill be at the trouble anq pams to produce - 
very ſubſtantial proof for eyery other Tradition they will make a part: of clic - 
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For the Authority of their Tifaflible Judge will not do here; 
hecan(e his [nfallibilicy does not reach to make, nor declare a 
Rule, but is purely, concerned abont thetrue ſenſe and meaning 
of an acknowledged Rule, when Controverſies do ariſe abour 
wn importance of any Expreſſions contained in that 
op : 2s y muy UA 
But beſides all this, Prereſtants have ſuch evidence, as doth 
create certain aſſurance; that the Holy Scriptures are fully Per- 
feet, to jaſtruCt and dirc Believers in all matters of Rehgion, 
and do contain all thoſe Divine Revelations God hath appoint« 
ed to be of neceiſary and perpetual Uſe unto his Church : 
greater evidence cannot be deſired, than the expreſs Witneſs, 
Teſtimony, and Declar2tion of che unerring Spirit of the'Fairh- 
fuland True God. And this we have molt plainly, to the un- 
avoidable and full Convictiou of every honeft, piouſly diſpo- 
ſ{cd, ingenious, and unprejudiced Perſon, who really owns and 
believes the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God : And this, 
you heard before, is the profeſſed Beljef 'of /all who profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians. And if ſuch kind of evidence will not 
ſerve peoples turns, I muſt acknowledge, they are of atemper 
I do not much care to deal with ; for I muſt confeſs, I am no 
preat admirer of booted blunderbus Apoſtles ; nor do I think 
e makes any real Proſelites, who only dragoon's Men into a 
Perſwaſion : 1 never lik*d murthering Men for Religion ; nor 
perſecuting Men, becaule their Conſciences would . not ſfrerch 
to every body's phancy.' I think, whbiPſt the Scriptures are 
acknowledged, on all ſides, tobe Divine Revelations, the grea- 
teſt and beſt evidence we can have, in matters of Religion, is 
plain and expreſs Scripture. And if'in all our Diſputes with 
our Adverſaries, we did ſtritly keep within this' compaſs, we 
ſhould guard and maintain our owe Cauſe the better, and waund 
our Adverſaries Cauſe the more fatally *.nor'but that I am very 
ſenſible, we have Antiquity, the Fathers, rhe Primitive: Wri- 
ters, and the moſt General Councils on our fide, either expreſly, 
or by way of ſilence ; thereby certifying us, thatino ſuch Points 
were known, or in queſtion in thoſe days. '.", 0 
But alas ! by having ordinary reconrſe to the Fathers, &c. 
we mightily gratifie our Advetfaries; for hereby they get out 
of the immediate reach of the'Sword of the Spirit : Andiall the 
Teſtimonies of Antiquity takep together, in their own ſtrength, 
will not do rhe thouſaudch part of that execution agaiait.. a Fer 
rely 
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oy 5 ole ardexpretbScriptore' will. Beſides, how of- 
Lain ahotaoned when the & 'Readand Learned, on both 
Tides, db fall together by ' the: Ears over: the Fathers, they 
- tengthen the Difpute ay oy - meaſure; and:not only bewilder 
the Hearer or Reader, bnt/ even themſelves too z that by the 
.'time they are 'got half through the Diſpute, they have 
"well nigtit forgot ' what it was they '-began to diſpute 

about. . _ 
And having ſlipt into this digreſſion, I may even adventure 
_ to hint one digreffion more, relating to the common way of 
managing Controverſies with our Adverfaries, the Romariſts, 
Tt' may be, if -it be well inquired into, it may, appear, that we 
do'not ordinarily proceed-in our Controverſial [Diſcourſes with 
them, in that free and ingenious manner we ought, but do too 
much 1imic and ſtraighten our ſelves: According to that little 
meaſure of apprehenſion I have, it ſeems to me moſt expedient 
and moſt proper for us, in oppoſing; our. Adverſaries, 'to main- 
"tain Proteſtantiſm, or the Proteſtant Do#rines, both really-and 
' profeſſedly as ſuch ; and'not to pinnion onr ſelves, 'by pretend- 
ing to maintain them, as Taught or Owned by-particular Com- 
munions. "The Cauſe is a common-Cauſe ; and the Arguments. 

we can truly maintain it with, are common Arguments ; one 


Party is no more intereſted in them than another z nor do the- 


Marters in diſpute amongſt our ſelves, eoncern the Controver- 
ſies h2twixtus and our Common Adverſaries. Why ſhould we 


ſo affe&t and hug our ſelves in our private Notions, and particu- 


lar Differences, as to pleaſe onr ſelves with, or at leaſt, receive 
and keep up the unreaſonable Remembrance of them. Indeed, 
I do acknowledge the candor of our Adverfaries, in thatthey 
have not improved the advantage they. might have taken, to have- 
made ſome Tragical Appearances, by fallingupon us, with re- 
ference to this very matter, of undertaking to maintain Pro- 
reftant DoQrines, meerly as owned by a particular Party :: for 
whatdoth this properly import, but that we relinquiſh the Com- 
mon Principle, andnndertake, only to maintain our DoCtrines, 
| Not by the Scripture, as the General and Only Rule of Chriſtian 
Religion, but by the Scripture as limited and bounded by thoſe 
diſcriminating Terms and Inftances, whereby - we are diſtin- 

. guiſhed from all others, who take the Scripture to be the Only 

Rule in all Matters of —_— Now, will not this, if inſiſted 
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on; make our task. the harder, and the more confound and per- 
Plex our Controyerſies ? But would it not ſeem odd for a Remon=- 
ſtrant, or a Contra-Remonſtrant to defend Chriſtianiry, or the 
particular Do@trines of Chriſtianity, againſt Jews or Heathens, 
vrely as a Remonſtrant, or a Contra-Remonſtrant ? For what 
have their particular differences to do in matters wherein they 
.all agreed, and'in maintaining of that, for which both ſides are 
equally concerned ? 2 
The main of the Controverſy betwixt us and thoſe of the Ro- 
miſh Communion, is either, whether the Holy Scriptures be the 
Only Rule inall Matters of Religion ? Or, whether thoſe parti- 
cular Doctrines wherein they and we do differ, have warrant 
from the Scriptures * And what need we, intreating on theſe 
point5,to intereſt any diſcriminating notions amongſt our ſelves; 
Ai far as we ao —_ us walk.by the ſame Rule, Beſides, by 
- © concerning our ſelves for Proteſtantiſm, and Proteſtant Doftrines 
(even in oppoſition to our Adverſaries) in common, as fixing 
the Scriptures to be the Only Rule, and that our particular Do- 
Arine have plain warrant from the Scripture, and thoſe we. op- 
poſe, are either contrary to the Scriptures, or have no warrant 
at all from thence, we are excuſed from any obligation to trouble 
our ſelves with defending any unwary,or leſs proper expreſlions, 
which may have ſlipt from particular Parties, or particular Per- 
- ſons, in declaring their ſenſe of particular DoCtrines ; for whe- 
- ther they exprelt themſelves properly, orno ; or whether their 
opinion were right, or no, is not at all matcrial-to the- Contro» 
verſy betwixt thoſe of the Church of Rome and us, .For-if any 
Parties, or ſingle Perſons, havedeclared their ſenſe and opinions 
concerning any Doctrine, or matter of Pragtice, cither thet 
their opinion doth accord with Scripture,.or it doth not, ; if it 
do, It is the Proreſtant Doctrine z if it do not, it js. not a Proge- 
ſlant DoQtrine z and ſo it doth not at all affect us; ſince we own, 
thar perſons profeſſing themſelves Proteſtants, may miltake, as 
well as, we do declare our afſbrance, that. thoſe- who have been 
named Infallible, in another Communion,.have erred moſt gric= 
viouſly, But this we affirm that-ſo far as any do keep. ſtriily 
and cloſely ro the Holy Scriptures, they cannot miſtake. - And 
Proteſtants haye no real concern to vindicate any Party, or Per- 
- Con, any further than they do keep unto the Scripture, _ 
Burt now to return from theſe digreſlions, unto. what. was ſaid 
before, viz. That Proteſtants: have ſuch evidence, as doth _ 
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certain alfirancs, thet the Holy Scriptures are fully porſet erfe; to 
'Jnftruct and direct Believers in A nes of Religioy, aud 
containall thoſe Divine Revelations God hath appointed to be - 
-of neceſſary and perpetual uſe uato his Church. I need” not re- 
late the whole evidence that might be produced on this occaſion. 
Twill therefore content myſelf with theſe two particulars, rela- 
ting to this matter, which certainly muſt ſway powerfully with 
them who are . under an influence which is. truly Reli- 
ious. PR 
© The firſt, is this : Ns 18 | | 
- -3. That the Holy Spirit of God hath expreſly declared, that 
the Holy Scriptures are compleat and perfect to all the ends and 
- _ purpoſes of Divine Revelations. Hear how large and particu- 
- the Holy Spirit of God is, in deciaring the Fullnef and Per- 
feion of the Scriptures. 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. Ard that from 
_ & Child thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make © 
thee wiſe unto Salyation, through Faith which is in Chriſt Feſws, 
All Scripture fs given by Inſpiration of God, and is pro table for 
DoFrine, for Reproof, for Correfion, for Inſtruftion in Righte- 
ouſneſs ;, that the Man of God may be Perfett, throughly furniſhed 
" unto all Good Works. 4 
2+ The ſame Holy Spirit hath ſolemnly deyoted to the moſt 
dreadful Curſe of Almighty God, whomſoever ſhall be ſoarro- 
gant and pfeſumptuous, as to offer any other Doctrine beſides 
what the Holy Scriptures do teach, as a Divine Revelation. 
Gal. 1. 8, But though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any 
other Goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached unto you.let 
 himbe accurſed, Now if people will pretend to produce other Di- 
yine Revelations, which God hath appointed to he of perpetual 
. uſe tohis Church; either thoſe mult invalidate theſe Holy Scrip- 
tures or clſe theſe Haly Scriptures mult inyalidate them ; they 
' cannot conſiſt well together, If we will own and ſtick tothe 
Holy Scriptures, we muſt rejet.whatever additional Diſcove= 
ries ſhall be produced z becauſe, the Spirit hath, in theſe Scrip- 
tures, excluded them. | | 
- What hath . been. difcourſed concerning the evidence . Protes 
ftants have for their great and main Principle, may juſtly prome 
to take notice of two things, ab 27's : 
 T, That they who would hinder and diſcourage people from 
reading and ſtudying the Holy Scriptures,do give them juſt occas 
Loa to ſuſpe, that they have none of the honeſteit ng 
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_ ith our tieglect to ſearch the Scriptures. 
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t6 &dlſytts to tnage./ Weir yery ventaly, 
: Hf "BY efs of God, the 10rd" Jefus Chin. na Rs 
poſties,' Wee Perſons'beloyet of G64, 'Hntl Perſons hs were 
extly coticerned for Peoples Spiritual Welfare ; abt we are 
Train, that tHeſe were very Much; 211d in' £600 earneſt, in 
pfeſling, exciting, and perſ\ adirtg; the commbrr ſort'of People to 
Fir ahd ſtudy the Scriptures ;'they commandThem inthe Name 
of God, to read and learn the Scriptures, and thoſe Revelati- 
ons of the Mind of God, which were communicated unto then ; 


read Deut. 31. 11, 12, 13. Deut. 6.. 6, 7,8, 9. John 5. 39, 


*.Col.. 3. 16. Nay, does not the deſign and end for which God 


hath inade his Will known, and caus'd it to be committed .to 
Writing, nianifeſt and prove our Duty evideiitly enongh'? For 


"what end hath God given the Holy Scriptures ynto his Church 
and People ? Arewe not afſbted that the Scriptures were writ- 


ten for our Learninp, for our Inſtruftion, for our Admonition ? 
&c. And inuſt we not read them'then ? How will they anſwer 
thele ends, if we ntuſt not conſult. them ? Were not the Scrip- 
tures written for our Learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptutes, might have Hope ? Read and conſi- 
der Rom. 15.4. Have we not then too much ground to ſuſpect, 
that thoſe who would take, or keep our Bibles from us, are Ene- 


 mies to our Faith, Patience, Comfort, Hope, ang Happineſs ? 


Ts not the Word of God that Sword'of the Spirit, with which 


* weare to defend our ſelves, and worlt our Spiritual Enemies ? 


"Epbeſ.. 6. 17. And now what. reaſon have we to take 


' them for our Friends, who would lay us open, - and 


j-+ rr Naked to the Aſſaults of Sathan and his Inſtru- 
ments rf. 

The Holy Penmen of the Scriptures did, by the direCtion of 
the Bleſſed Spirit, commend People for applying themſelves 
to the Holy Scriptures, and endeavouring to improve inthe 
knowledge of them. See P/al. 1. 2. Ad.17.11. AF. 18. 24. 
2 Tim. 3.15. Andit is certain, thatthe People of God ( of 
every rank and condition ) under the Old Teſtament Diſpen- 


.  fation, were obliged by ſpecial Appointment from God, to 


take careto read, and labour after a- continual Increaſe in the 
knowledge of the Scriptures. Now: can we imagine, that God 
having given us a larger Diſcovery of his Mind, doth diſpenee 


Can 


C23) 
-Can thoſe who. are againſt the Lay-Peoples reading of the 
Scripture, find anly Command of Chirift, requiring them not to 
read the Scripture'? Can' they produce any Condemnation' ot 
Cenſure from the Prophets, from Chriſt, or from his Apoſtles, 
againſt thoſe who ſhall read the Word of God ? Or can they 
make it appear, that any of thefe didever commend People for 
their neglecting to read the Scripture? If they cannot do any of 
all this, let their Pretences. and Self-yindications touching this 
matter, be never ſo plauſible, we may reſt aſſured, there is no- 
thing ſolid and ſubſtantial in what they ſay ; for there cannot be 
any-Reaſon againſt God. The more ſubtle and cunning their 
Pretences are, the worſe Men they manifeſt themſelves to be ; 
becauſe they abuſe choſe Abilities which ſhould have been ap- 
lied another way, and might, had they been uſed aright, 
ave been very ſerviceable to promote the Intereſt of Truth and 
Holineſs. ran | | yds 
\ + The moſt plauſible Pretence they do produce for their pro- 
hibiting People the common uſe of the Scripture, is, That the 
ordinaiy ſort of People would be very apt to abuſe and wreſt the 
Scriptures to their own Deſtruction, ſhould they He permirted 
to have free recourſe unto. them. But allowing, that People 
may wrelt the Scripture, and make ſome other uſe of it than 
they ought, this is not an Inconvenience which will make null, 
and diſcharge Men from God's Command of reading and ſearch- 
ing the Scripture. You may, with as much reaſon, oblige Men 
to forbear the uſe of wholeſome Food, Meat and Drink, and 
ſtarve themſelves to death, becauſe ſome, by their Intempe- 
rance and Exceſs, do abuſe wholeſome Food, and wake ic an 
occaſion of dangerous Diſtempers and Diſeaſes, yea, and Death. 
it ſelf. You may as lawfully deprive People of their Corporal, . 
as of their Spiritual Food, 2 ny 
Beſides, this very particular hath been foreſcen, and taken no- 
tice of, by the Pen-men of the Holy Scripture, if we interpret 
2 Pet. 3. 16, according to the uſual acceptation of that place, by 
thoſe who do alledge it for their purpoſe, as to this mat- 
ter. And yet there is not one word there, to oblige People, 
on "that account, to deſiſt from the reading of the Sctiptures. 
'ThePeople may, and ought to be warned to take heed how they 
| read the Scriptures, and that they avoid Errours, and pervert 
not the Word of God. Bur the Scriptures are not therefore to 
be detained from them : God hath not. thought fi to progice | 
uc 
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(24) 
ſuch' a Remedy againſt peoples abuſing kis Word, as this is, 
of keeping it Nelenny from.them. Yea, this very Apoſtle doth, 
as it were, in the next verſes, perſwade them to the due and 
right ſtudy, and improvement of the Scriptures,. that they 
may avoid the Errours others do fall into, by abuſing them, and 
may #1creaſe in the hnowleaye of Chriſt. RA 
* It is undeniably-evident, that this ſame Apoſtle doth, in this 
ſame Epiſtle, .commend peoples reading of the Scriptares, and 
attendivg unto them. '' We have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophe- 
cy, whereumto ye do well, that ye take heed, as unto a Light that 
Pineth in a dark, place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star ariſe 
in your Hearts. 2 Pet. 1. 19. : TP < 
And, however it is common, to attribute the Riſe of Errours 
to the common fort of peoples having'the free nſe of the Scrip- 
tures z yet, upor! due examination, it will be found, that the 
worſt and moſt fatal Errous have ſprung from, and been adyan:- 
ced by them, who pretending to more Knowledge and Learh- 
ing, an41 Abilities than the reſt of Mankind, - have preſumed to 
ody or Interpretation 
of the Scriptures. | 
Nay. it is truly:obſerved, dy one who appears tohaveconſul- 
ted Antiquity with much care and diligence, 
Catholick Bal- | That © The Laity. fo well underſtood their 
lance. pag. 19... Faith, that many times, they, by their fa- 
| « pacity ,- diſcerned the ſly Infinuations of 
© Frrour, in the Sermons .of their Unſound and Heretical Bi- 
& ſhops ; and ſo occaſioned themto he condemned by Synodical 
<« Sentences: and throvgh the radicated ſenſe of Faith, would 


-&.never be broyght to any of the Alterations made by. any cor- 
- &-rypt Councils ; nor; would ever reſt under their. Prevarications, . 


« tjll the Primitive Faith recovered, and vacated all thoſe Sy- 
& nodical © Prevarications ;: as-may be ſeen in all' the Arian 
& Hiſtory ; and particularly,the relation given, of the vulgar Sa- 
« pacity and Zeal; to deteCt and repreſs that Hereſy in St: Ze 
& 70-1 againſt the  Liresferians. 4 
If this. Notion, of keeping the Scriptures from the people, 
or of | obliging the People to.nmderſtand the Scriptures no 
otherwiſe than: thoſe would interpret them, who were arto- - 
gant enough-to claim, and: aſfime to themſelves this priviledge, 
had intirely prevaiPd, when our Bleſſed Saviour was on Eatth, 
God only knows, how much our Sayiour*s Reputation mo E 
pops | 4 


Cas) Wo 
x[fuboecding Drgierations; For; as theſe 


Lo mormun ering mgidid: ne; thatthe:Key: of the Scrip 
Pi | 6. 5TH egy. Or; The dCr. 
tate-didteingonly arthcin Gii zcy Tefuſed; chan, 


hs pe an genres ary js Son: -dn4 42i8y. doth ac- 
cuſed binras an Impoſtor, a Deceiver, ah I: Man ;-agd char- 
ged and cenſuredatie-Ptople as) ighorant Perſons, ; who: did not 
underſtandivhe Lai, litle better. than Herericks; a curſed; Gene- 
ration: i:riahd all this.was, becauſe they did liſten anto-Chriſt, 
follow:Him, ard Believe in Him ; that is; did -undertake to 
jadgeof Matters: by the Scripture-;- and to determine-this: was 
the-Saviour,: the Meſliah,:&c. ;prophefjed: of, and;promilſed in 
the- Scripturcs4:ic Fhe Chief; Przeſts,, the Sexthes, the Phariſees, 
they were albagainft:'Chiaſt; and would fain have perſwaded the 
People to! havt taken their Intexpretation of 4þe'Scriptfres,cand 
to haxe pinv*ditheit Faith -on their! Sleeves, and not undertake 
to. judge forithemſelves in ſo high and myſterious a Point-as this, 
concerning hn JO was> :i; They would have'perſwaded 
them,: that this:Feſms :was:&'vety Qheat,, and that all the; things 
he did; .which'won their admiration, were: wroughtby: ahedoti- 
macy he had with, andthe Power he borrowed framthe Prince 
of the Devjls 5 and that the Adefpab mot be quite, of another 
Make from this:ſavie Fefs: |. ft fo od pug 3 99 267 95 
Now, what work would have been in the World; if:gene 
myſt have read andunderfigot} ares is, any-mther. Enſc 
bur-whas the Topping-Mepy and. Ghisf:d.caiters, of: the:Frtwafb 
Church, bad afligned® What eoutenpt do \thefe. Mopopolizens 
of Knowkedge expreſs againſt the: People, !who. would not ſub- 
mit to bheit. Netetminations,, How = yere-they, when-any 
dared tageclare how:they/reſpstedland adpired: Chriſt /--: Ther 
Fame obt Officers to rhe(GotefcPrichtoei-Phmtifees;: #1nd-they ſaid 
ito therws;: Wihy have wit tif ug laduer't ihe Ofprens anſBeea, 
even Mor [Puke like theh Men: T hen nnſrotarbng bi:Þhereſers,, 
dre ye alſeigecezued ? 'blave any of el Ruterg.or Phariſpes helgeattl 
on hum ! But this People: mbo-knowrth not'the' Law, are Gmfed. 


' DJ. 1 59953: 


Johir7. 45--tor the. 56h. |: -; 


400 | $1694 ef? 51 i 
\ If\ People meancfeirly:: and thor os hy:;do:they:; deſire: ito 
have he up in pron pe IT6u if n= "rn wn" 
ofPoaple bewel wars inthe :Holy Soripturewr Je wilbnet be 
eafe to impoſe. uponthemi(; Why, cannor *Men;{that:-would be 
[Teachers: now: a days,: be:98:open and plzin ate; Prophets, 
and-a5 Chnft,iand as hisofipolkicy were-yficTheſgreape noni to 
[ | 
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MN (6) fs, 
yenit aayEvunterfelc faſe Wages) and: therefore Uiep Were wi = 
ingrhe People ſhouldiexainigiound:try what-they tanght:them v 
-Dhev were fur the Peoples reviding and fearchingof the Scrip-+ 


ares, ind jabging"ofthe:DoArines which were taughe them 
by thoſe Holy-Serepturos; Whichhad been delivered vato them, 
They came: te idolivers- People: out--of Darkneſs,.not. to keep 
chenin,/ or leadrhewoms Burn. | And thoſe who are ther 
trut Sncgefſors: 3nd Followers, willdo thee: If Men have no 
Nations to ſcatter. about, and -perſwade Peopis £0 ſwallow and 
Jabmit to, but what are ſound; -and true, and good,” 52d which 
ate authoriſedty. Jeſus Chriſt, 'they will have nooccafion to be 
aſhamed oor! afraid, that: People ſhould examine them by the 
Scripture.' 'Noneflce fromthe Light, but thoſe whoſe Dofrines 
or Prattices wilt no} bear the [Light-:- ChriſPs Dottrines did 
accord'very well with thoſe Divine Revelations thoſe 7ews had 
amongſt them © But the-Unſcriptvral 'Traditions they had got 


amongſt them, and: ovr Saviours Doctriges; could not ſtand 


ether.' [Fo the Law, and ts the  Feſtimony, if- they. ſpedk nor 
conellay ro: this Words ir bicauſe Hive + wo Light tu them. 
Ifaiah 8. 20. mod 26 Tod AT ne, NR DSA 2 
- . Secondly, Thoſe who profeſs themſelves Prozeflants, ought 
to _ care, that they be. well fixed and ſettled in the Proteſtant 
R ON; 7 Ti (354 :< HOT 1198 5 | | 
- [The Apoſtles often-require' their Followers and Diſciples, 
and thoſs they write unto, t6:Srandifuft in the Faith : 1 Oe. r6. 
#3: Andto Contenid rarit Hy for the Faith: once delivered to the 
Saints : Jude 3. And-to Serve togethey for the Faith of the Goſ- 
pe! : Phil. x. 27. - Now, by theſe and the like Expreſſions, which 
you meet with *in'the Apoſtolick Writing,” they plainly, 'firf, 
warn thei of the Janger there is, of Peoples Apeſtatiz ing from 
the-True 'Faith 'and Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 'after-that they 
have 'made- a Profeſſion of the-fame- And /econaly, (excite and 
ſtiv thoſe up, who mike a Profeſſion-of the True: Þaith,- ro take 
cate that their Minds and Hearts may be thronghly fixed and 


 Ertledin the Faith, leaft they ſhould yield and waver; ard 'de- 


cline;| when Storms'and'Tryals ſhall ariſe, 'andÞtheir cofſtancy 
Hall be sfaulesd. fo 2 oo 

/ And; if there be hut too much ground to-fear; that ny who 
-niake a Profeſſion of the Truth, will Apoftatize, and foakeir, 
-whett thiey ſhall be called to bear witneſs 80 it, 'infome- Inſtarices 
which are-ungratefulto Fleſh and Blood. - a 
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2nd Ces which are Very Alper oy greatly provoking 


ob Departing fromthe. Purity Foplictey of the Faith of 
the. Goſpel, - cſpayſing and hel Bare ether with thoſe Do- 
wo an practices ahh, ;Chriſt jy aythorized þ pi Ho- 


EF. Se rpraney "other ns and. Practices, which 
ive Truch i 2 © Religi OD. Chriſtianity is.; 
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bycvjl Prec-obgk a5 by open proſe 
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lan. State, they Io: »,a0d Jarge, Ae 
curable Em! v5.0 in ty an Wor q 65 8 plainly - 
of. this Kirid. The great. Fundamg DoAtrines. cirige 
avity ſhonid. be retained in outward Profefhon,,. bur yet. 
Dottrincs ſhould be introduced, and þe fo vehemently i impaſed, 
Fen inſited nie hg hereby, g Y pouch Eſſential, of Relj hom 
ear ;be flight d, add become. jn, a great. me 
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Wer ls They have*rakeh tpon truſt, they have 


| ie,” RB themſelves with anImplicite 
F. ith; 20d. [ atlii Si I *any thing that '{(Hould 
dff=ped' them, whote, tifam; pur themfdives tothe cronble to 
Quite incolts Nature; Ric, and ome. 
; Finding out ways to .recoticile what” they ſtile Religion, to 
Men's: Carnal Luſts, T7 Nattral Tem hk 3nd Conſtitutions '; 
vein eaſier ways ( a8 \ they pieren "to; Heaven, than Ay 
6f the” Sainte: -An former Ape Morea Uevitng 
Kew Wi is & Fatisfie for Sin, Ns: k EI ve Metis Soul 
Meer ohey at dQ i Sins: ET GER 

Rice thete” is ſomething Men catch ide '"muſt-cer- 

tainly pleaſe the Careleſs, * and ( as ſome tell us) as certainly 


Save 


{ 29» 
Savorthem.o' If yoyarc melancholy, and; inclined. to ſtriftneſs 
andi Corporal Mortificarions, they,. will bumour. you in that.; 
they. cini provide you Pennances and Securities,which ſhall ſuffi 
ciently vexand macerme your Fleſh. If you are fofrand_ tender 
if you would havea JovialReligion, ;and would allow your ſetves 
/inwantaonneſs arid excels, i& c.; and.yet not wifcarry at laſt, the 
cart fit you with/Indulgencies.and Pardons,” and will qor que 
to ſciid you faſely to Heaven, by, vertue of the Meritsand Righ- 
teouſneſs .of :ſfame of their Antient: Friends, who neyer had 4 
Being in the World; or, of others, wha tho they might Bave's * 
-Being here-owEarth, in; all-probahilicy , never got to Heaven 

themſelves :. Iran ſore, -they. never, bad Rig ;teoufneſs envugh 

inf theiriown/to-carty; thew; Re Hd | Cope: it 38. Sromhs 
© bulky: fince they teft it- behind them, and, has crept into the 

[Churches Treaſury.: But the Apoſtle acquaints us, that Antj- 
cliff will come>with all derejuableneſi of unrizhreouſneſ? in thein 


. p : 


tbatgerifh : 2. Theſ=2-,19, their 1.64 114 227 047 " TR 

; 2 Bacavally, :Dchining from their Loye to, and Zeal for the 
iFaith, growingeold apd incur cpnceraete rhe Fate tom 
: People? have nor--that; affeCtion and concern for the Faith, 
.with'\which they ſeemed at, rſt to entertain arid welcome i, 

See Rev. 2. 4; 5. RE memes F h cop F 
-5- People are” too ,prone7 thus. to; Apoſtatize. from the”Trite 
(Faiths afer;:that-they hays. made. @ Profeſſion of It..: ahd if 
-Mfarcers.be'well conſidered; thore.1s.not. much ground towoh- 
:Oevit ſhould bs ſour Fab, wins hog oohy, Bp OY Sr 
-'D Peopk'do toorordinarily make, a. Profeſſion of the Fatt 
upon uiſuicableyMotives.and Principles : 0b] cafe. thiey"ith- 
,derſtand:ic; and have. dheir:Confgiences convinced” of irdtryth 
1andiexcyllency 3 bat meerly becauſe. in, 18 the Ngo 44 cult3ine 
:of the. People where:$hizy liy62 to-make ſuch.aProfeſſin1; pr /itfis 
- a Profeſſion that has got.inre xepote ,.M,: upon ſome other Thch 
' mean w_ __ I—_ Feeder: haye no ſpu CEC, 
- Will ever be for: that :Pgofeſſion which is uppermoſt, andl 35"Ar- 
-Teiided with: mn6ſd-Pomp, and Pleaſure, &+- Girl Majors : 
-Joweis!in wary ps ps ps i6 £4. them. with*L 21Yht 
| how Uid they fall offs and nk-away;y when Tf2y fallEd-GfrAbir 
Expectations. fok{6-264,15 om pn, OD 
Ti  - | ap name ww $a 1 
- ledge. an Religion, afg-fak8 10 -.QUe Care £0 
- :putn the Principles of Re 100 folit 
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miſelves with a x hotiongl kndw- 
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' whoſe coming is after the workings of Sajhay, 


at Is 2.2 ..-. « ' LC Ix \ 25 
#7 'Orer-loading Eccleſiaſtical Offices with Worldly Reve- 
. Ayes, Temporal Power and Digni:ies, hath contribured vey: 


oa. 
the Dotriges of Religion," if they 40 not-fink down intocnr 
Hearts, if they have not a powerful efficacy ot.our- AﬀeRibas, 
if they do not put us invincibly upon fucka Courſe of Life, as 
bears ſome proportion with their rature atid tendency, they have 


' 'nofiſt hold 6n vs; they will ſoon evaporate, we ſhall eaſily part 


with thetn. Luke 6. 49. Let the Food we eat, be never ſo good 
and wholeſome for the kind, if we do not digeſt it, if our Sto- 


macks.do not turn ir into:good Chyle and Nutriment,ic will ſoon 
- become -nanſcous, and the leaſt provocation will make us yomir 


ic up again. . | 


3. God doth often, in juſt Judgment, leave thoſe to be hnr-- 


ried away by an evil Spitrivef Delufion/and Impiety,. who having 


long injoyed the means for-their inſtruction and: ſettlement in 
the True Faith, : have *made 'no careful -kmprovement'of 'the 


fame, for thoſe erids. God ordinarily ſuffers ſuch to. be led 
away by Sathen end his lying Emiffiries, into Opinions diame- 
rwrically oppoſite to the plaiueſt Truths, - as well as to thak vile 


afkAions which prompt to all vnckearnefs, and prices which 


are -inconvenjemt even according . to- the-diQates of natural 
Light. Such are a ready and felf-prepared: prey to-/himm, 
C. 2 Thef. 2, 


| 


ladged, \ 
bees 2iſed and created by. this means-7;- 
moſities have” Yeen 75's w3v occaſioned ? 


| have been catried to ſuc: ſirights; that at laſt Refigion IJ 


rpat iy alt ſerious and due Tous 
cernmenr-for the rrue Intereſts yon Tis tobe feared; 
that hence there is occaſioned an tndifferency in the minds of 
multio:des, touching rhe great Subſtantials of wa a which 
doth furpaſs the Indifferency of the things themſelves, : for 
which we have ſo deſperately contended. The love of Worldly 
Granqure carried Demas away from the: Faith, 2 Tim. 4. 10, 
And over much concernedneſs for little Extta-Religious Mat- 
ters, gave the- Apoſtle ground to ſufpe, that thoſe who were 
fo afftted, would not be fo honeſt, firm, and. faithful to the 
Faith of the Goſpel, as good Chriſtians ought to be : Obſerve. 
how he expoſtulates with them, and lays. down the grounds of 
his fears touching them. Gal. 4.9, 10, 11,12... © - ..-.. 
© 5. God prrmits'Aﬀfliftions, cutions, and Sufferings tobe 
brought on them who profeſs 'his Truth, not only to' try the 
Graces of the Faithful, and: to make their; Graces appear more 
illaſtrious' by their eminent exerciſe z but” that Hypocrites and 
meet Formaliſts, who have noiteal love for his Truths, nor give 
any hearty aſſent unto them; may-be diſcovered, and'havetheir 
diſguiſes taken away. In timesof:peace and quict, and whil'® 
. the true Religion is on the thriving: hand 4a the Wotld, many 
retend to it, who too mach reſemble Erg/mes?s Good:Chri- 
Aran, who appeared a'very: zealous Profeſſor, che would always 
- have a New Teſtament hanging at his Girdle,zof one;ſide-; bat 
then he muſt have-a Bottleof good Sack hanging onthe other 
de. 0007 OV OE DIGCH 57209 : 1006 5 Y 15 865407. Din 
 Aslong as the True: Faith hath outward Honours, Preferment; 
Carnal Pleaſures, 'and'Eaſe accompanyitig-it, it will not awanc 
Followers and Artendants: but when Storms and Perſecutions 
do ariſe, and it is ſeparated from theſe external Alluregments, 
they will ſoon ſhake hands with Religion; and court whatſdever 
ſhall be dreſt up hn its forfher Robes.'! Such as-eſpouſe tle True 
Religion, 'not fotitvnative: y; hat for its gorgeous Ac- 
tire, and great Dowry. in this World, will id all mag 
| | wh 
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Wheh' Petſecutionsarjſe;* part withthelr Falth'ratherthwarttet 
* > 
©: .Now; if there he ſuch danger of | people's Apoſtatizing fron | 


the'Holy:Sctiptures,' and iagiptfged- and! reformed by: the: ;gni- 
Uanceand direction of this Divine Rule, from all thoſe Errants 


' nels, crept into' the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, or, through' de- 


C #23 
Plezſhres. Wealth And Eafe/ ; they nvill>(ourer- mmm 
#iray "the" Bibles" fqckve"than their! Bottlon 0:70; 2, 29, 
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the True Faith, after they have made a profeſſion of?jr, 'itmult 


certainly: ture gnome bn ae allwho-profeſ$ the Prorefant 
Religion, that ts, True Chriftizagry, as-taught and: delivered. in 


and-Corruptions which have, either through people's heetlieſs- 


fign, have been flily uſheredinto-it, .or, by imperiouſneſs, have - 
been forc?e upoh:it:: I ſay, #t very highly concerns-them tor 
rake: care, thittheir Minds and Hearts be.:fo fixed-and ſettled 
inthe Faith of the Goſpel, that they: may never be removed 
from their Conftanicy, that, they:may not be as Children tofſed ta 
and fro, and. carried' about with every wina, of Doitrine; by thi 
Night of v8Mew, and cunning crafti 4 mwbereby they lye:in wait to 
deceive. Eph. 4 The ED NO ST GN a 3 7 Þ 266 
*Itſhoutd therefore be'our care to get/our Mindsfurniſhed with 
elear' diſtin Notions -of thoſe Truths in which the Scriptures 
do inftra@t; people: -Itisnot enough;that we can talk: over, in 
a;peneralway, the DoErines of Religion ; we ought :to labour 
for an explicite knowledpgecot: Divine Revelations ; Jo;that we 
may:beablezo prove-aindcohfirmeyery part: of our ;Profelion 
by:expreſ&-and- clear Scriptutes z:1: Pet. 3. 1g. iThe: Ignorant 
Man will br always wavering: Yea, we ſhoulit ſtrive to get the 
Truths we profeſe and-underſtand, very ſtrongly indeared- unto 
our Hearts, ſoasto prefer them above all-Worldly and:Carnal 
Jateretts-';- and: to have our - AﬀeRions, yeaz four whole? Souls 
brogglit'\nnder their Power. and: Influence, :their Government 
and Soyeraignty : our Souls ſhould fo cleave unto them, they 
ſhould-befo precious and dear unto us, that-neither-Frowns,nor 
Smiles, : Promiſes nor Threats; 'may make any unhappy impref- 
ſfionon-us;; but the more bluſtering any-Storms may. be, which 
can ariſe, the deeper root we may take, and'grbwithe more fiem 
and ſtable, Phil; 1. 27; 28.1 Forgr : fine 2g] 220 Hig 5 
1:37 We muſt expeCt to meet withiTyals; and :Sofferings! for 
the Faith of the Gofpiely which: will overwhelm and ruinc/ us, 
if wecbe.not 'well provided agdinit therh./ : Qui Paſlage to Glg- 
KD? I 


C33) 
xy, is through manyTribulations. We have many aid various 
Eneinies, who will miſchief us, and obſtruct us all they can) 
who will do their utmoſt to prevail with vs, both by fair and 
foul means, to make ſhipwrack both of Faith and a good Conſci- 
ence: We are not only expoſed to the malice, rage, and ſpite of 
abſurd and unreaſonable Men, but to the craft and fury too of 
thoſe infernal Fiends, who prompt aud excite their carnal an 
earthly Tools and Inſtruments, to vent and yomit forth their 
rancour and ſpleen againſt the True Faith and its Profeſſors. See 
Eph. 6.12, 13. .1 Pet. 5,8, 9. Kev. 2.10. If you be not well 
fixed in the Truth, how can you expect to hold out, when temp- 
tations and ſufferings ſhall come ? When you ſhall be in danger 
of looſing Eſtate, Liberty, all that is dear to you in the World, 

yea, Life it ſelf, for your Religion ? Did not the Houſe built 
pon the Sand fall, when the Rain deſcended, and the Winds 
blew, and beat upon it ? ar. 7.26, 27, 

2, Apaſtacy from the True Faith is a very hainous provoking: 
ſin: is not this to offer God the utmoſt affront we can, and in ef- 
fect, to ſhy all wanner of evil of him ? Do we not hereby charge 
him with being the greateſt Impoſtor that ever was ? Is nor this 

. tothbrow the fouleſt dirt that is poſſible upon Religion ; yea, 
openly ito avow, that Sathan and his drudgery are much better, 
more ligible than Chriſt and his moK Holy Faith ? That God 

15 not to betruſted, and that bis Religion is nor what he repre- 

ſents it ? 'O what abominable, what jnnumerable, what mon- 

ftrous wickedneſſes are ,bred in the womb-of Apouſtecy ! Ang 
what direful conſequences and fruits may thoſe expe&, who thus 
affront, and incenſe ithe Almighty God againſt themſelves ! He 
will :;nat have a gracious regard -for ſuch : He will caſt off, and 
puniſh ſeverely, all thoſe that caſt him. off, and deal treache-- 
rouſtywith Him. The" Fuft ſhall live by Faith, but if any Man: 
draw back, my Soul fhal!' have no ;pleaſure in bim. Heb. 10. 3$. 

The Lord Jeſus Chrift: will x<ject;them, and be aſhamcd. of they, . 

-when he ſhall appear.in all his Glory. Whoſocuer ſhall he aſhamed 

of me., and of my words, in this adulterous and ſinful Generation, of 

'him alſo ſhall the Son of Min be aſhamed, when:;be cameth in the- 

Glory.of his Eather, with-the Holy Angels, Mark,8-.38: Though 

[you ſet no value on Chrift®s Love-at-preſent.;; and care far po 

"more, : but that you may have. the; Countenance, of great,Perfogs, 

-andinjoy the Plcaſuxes and /Wealthof the.World.;- yet-zemem- 
(ber, that it will got-be log, bers yoſhalli bare Ger C-- 
ENYONS- 


(34) _ | 
kenſiongof1hiv gs than now Fr baye-: I6 will not'be-long; bes 
or you ſhall perceive all theſEthiiigs-you! prefer before the Faith 


of -the Goſpzt, to be very empty, and void of all ſatisfa&ion, 


ahd full of torment and* horrout * when Chriſt ſhall-appear in 
Glory; with his Holy Angels, all theſe things will fait you: and 
how. you will howl and roar, and:complain then ? What tears 
will you then ſhed? How will you curſe”your'Apoſtacy, and all 
that helprt it forward ? And'-now,-when your-Caſe is thus help- 


 Iffs, thus dreadful, and all your Comforters: are gone, the Lord 


Jeſus and his Mercy will fail you too ; hewill ſend youtothem, 

whoſe fayour you prefer?d before his, who will tremble andiquake 
as much as you ; and to your Wealth, which will then difappear'; 

and..io your beloved Pleaſures, which will then be bitterer-than 

Gall and Wormwood : you mult only expect to behold his frowns, 
and to feel che terrible diſcoveries of” his inſupportable diſplea- 
ſure : you can expect no fayour at his Hands. See: Prop. 1. 24. 
70 the end. 2 Theſ. 1.7, 8, 9- Nay,.you have no good ground 
to hope you ſhall proſper in any of thoſe deſigns you-intend to 
drive forward by, or under your Apoſtacy..'' God doth yery of- 
ten no:ably blaſt ſuch projets; He cauſeth ſome remarkable and 
very fatal Curſe to accompany thoſe who relinquiſh his Cauſe 
aud Truth. What was 7#das the better for his thirty pieces of 
Silver ? What a ſorry Plaiſter was this for a wounded Conſci- 
ence ? What a poorcomfort to a juſtly deſpairing Soul ? What 


a fearful end have they ordinarilv come to, who have forſaken 


Chriſt and the Goſpel for Preferment, Wealth, or any Carnal 
Intereſts ? DEE * 

3. The more we are confirmed in the Faith, the greater mea- 
ſure of inward Comſort we may confidently look for, if we 


ſhould be called to ſuffer for the Truth. God will not leave 
{ſuch comfortleſs, they ſhall have experience of hisgracious, re- 
 freſhing Preſence and Supports. The Diſciples, when publick- 
 Iy diſgraced and whipt, they went away rejoycing, that they.were 
. Counted worthy to ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt. See Afts 5.41. 
2 Cor. 1.8, 4, 5+ | 


4. You will hereby be in a capacity of doing others eminent * 


- ſexvice, by your Inſtrution, and Counſel, and Example. It is 


a great mercy not to cumber the World, not to live uſeleſsly 


' and unprotitably, to do real good Services to people in our Ge- 
' Neration : nay, more, you will hereby he in a capacity of do- 
' Ing mych toretrievethe Credit and Honour of Religion ; which 


has 


C35) 
*hks indeed been horridly.betraid,and proftituted by Hypocrites, 
' . and wicked pretenders to it.. . do OO TRE O08” Tee] 
\.5- ThePromiſe of God is only to thoſe who ſtand faſt, who 
do perſevere and overcome. A Profeſſion, be it never ſo good 
and Orthodox for the matter of it, will turn to no good and 
' comfortable account to particular Perſons, unleſs they faithful- 
ly adhereto, and' perſiſt therein. To them who by patient continite 
ance in 'well doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, Immortality, and 
Eternal Life. Rom. 2. 7., Tohim than overcometh, will I give 
' to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midſt of the dee 64 4 
God, Rev. 2.7. Rev. 2.5. He that overcometh ſhall inherit 
all things, and I will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son." Rey. 
 - Theſe, and conſiderations of the like nature, which will! eafily 
occur unto. you, ſhould make ſome impreſſion on you. Have you 
had your Bibles ſo tong,and means of InſtruCtion, ſo much above 
- allothers, who are of the contrary Perſwaſion ; and what, will 
-'you now. throw away your Bibles, as being imperſeCt ? - Will 
' you hood-wink your ſelves, or be content to be led blindfold, 
by Guides that either cannot, or will not ſee? Are you weary 
of the glorious Light of the Goſpel ? What ſort of people are 
they in-St. Paul's Judgment, who diſlike the glorious Light of 
the Goſpel ? 2\Cor. 4.3, 4. Can you now at laſt be. contented 
-. with the poor Glow-worm light of ſimple Tradition ; or, an un- 
certain wavering of Ignis fatuus, which certainly leads all 'who 
fooliſhly. reſign up themſelves to its conduct, out of the trite way 
into very hazardous Inconveniences ?. Quit you like Men, yea, 
- Quit you like Chriſtians z labour and ſtrive to get your Minds and 
Hearts juſtly tixed in the Religion you.profeſs. Be not fo ſoft 
and eaſie, -be rot ſo fooliſh and inconſiderable; be not-fo unrea- 
ſonable, ſo diſtracted, ſo,irreligious, as to ſuffer your ſelves to be 
ſo frighted out of yoar Religion, or. flattered: and collogued, 
cheated, and childiſhly allured out of it ; nor yet to be fo jeared 
and laughr, and: lampooned-out. of it ; and then-you'l be pritty 
fafe: for their: Argumtents and Reaſonings ( if you are wiſe). will 
never do you hurt, MP 2 = was 
. - * The Religion you profeſs, contains all in it that is-neeeſſary,. 
yea,that can be really uſeful'to any Man, in order unto. his having, 
a ſafe and ſure conduct to Heaven ; and, why ſhould'any Mande- 
ſire to go further ? None of the Apoſtles, none of the antient 


Martyrs,. dared either to. die for,. or teach any other Doctrines: 
"pee E's pope 


ade <(36-) 
than whit your Retiptoh tbth eomprize. And what 1. will it 
NDF content you to keep. pace with thetn ? Maſt yon needs exceed 
'and, out{trip thei ? Take heed, the-more-ambirious, proud, 
and preſumptuous you'are,. the leſs ſafe you are. Lucifer and 
| his Comrades had the ttoſt dreadful and unhappieſt fall:chat ever 


. Greatures had ; and it may be, tobe wiſe above, or (if you like 
-the Phraſe better )) to be Religious 'b:yond the Scripture, may 
.iagheend, .prove to have a great Afhnity with-that they were 
-plkty of. And if ſo, the puniſhment of -that fault, muſt bear 
- forne proportion with the other. T would cheriſh as much cha- 
"Bgy, with reference'to thoſe who manifeſt any pious Sentiments, 
in the Perſwafion cenitary'to ours, as'ispofſible. But yet I.muſt 
Weeds fay, that no folid proof hath ever yet been produced, that 
;any Perſons ever yct ſuffered death comfortably for any of their 
-peculiar and proper Doctrines taken 'abftrattedly from - thoſe 
which we-jultly profeſs, and was'accepted with God for ſo do- 
ng. Bot we have Inſfances enough, of thoſe who have joy- 
Fully laid down their Lives for the Doftrimes we:profeſs, ab- 
ſtratedly from all-choſe wherein they differ from us;that is,thoſe 
which they have added to the'Scriptures, -and the ſuffering,.and 
bearing wiineſs to the Truthswe-own and ' profeſs, have been 
-of great account with God. _ Should the worſt you can imagine 


- Follow on your firm adhering to the-Faith'you profefs, viz. That 


-you'ſhall be-perſecuted and ſuffer for it ; yet this ſhould not ſtar- 


---thke-nor difcompoſe you. That is but a ſorry Religion, that is 


not worth ſuffering for. There has been'more Blood cheerfully 
-parted with, more Tortures joyfulty endured [for the Religion 


you profeſs, than for any, it may be, for all other Cauſes in the 
World. If you arecalled toſuffer on this | Account, your Cauſe 
- ts ſo:good, you need not be afraid of any Enemies terrours, you 
. -haveno occaſion to be troubled. 1 Per. 3. 14. The Comfort is 
-unexpreſlible, which you may warrantably:expet. The Hol 
+; *Spirit 1S promiſed to be a Comforter 2 more-eſpectally, to tho e 


"who arc- perſecuted, and'who ſuffer for this Religion. Foh. 16, 
7. What glorious Rewards are there for'/yon in Heaven:? : The 
more like you are to-Chriſt in his Sufferings, ! theamore you - ſhall 
reſemble him in Glory. Rom.-B. 17. ' dat. $5.11, 12, Alas ! + 
conſider matters well, though 'the worſt ſhould: come: to ithe 


- worſt. Shall you looſe your Eſtates, your Wealth, your Houſes, 


| —_ Friends, your Relations, yea, your Lives ?:And-what then ! 


What aretheſe to your Souls ! 'What-are'theſe toEcernal Glo- 


ry! 
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eriſhins things at bet 
rp or AOnees volt 
omfprs, -''But you ty beexereted, 


have alltheſt, and'yet. ti 


(will youfay 5 with cruel Ufages; with Tortyres tmpoſſble, 
according ro Humane Judgment, to be born'wir Bk 


| hiv Barra 
Be it-fo, make the warft you can of - it, they catnot be-anſwe- 


"Fable, for vehemence and horrour; to the Tormeits' jn Hell 3 
' they cannot lie. in" the Ballance mM "Glory and Joy. of 


z% fry o ron fie f me) d'To 
Heaven. Rozjr. 8. 18. Be they ne bor! one Fans from 


' Chriſt will render yow-inſenfible of thepian. How many, upon 


the Racks, and in Flames, for this Religion, have publickly de- 
flared and.manifeſted they felt-no pain?-And haye you ſach.nu- 
merous-examples and preſidents, take heart then, and'go on as 


they did, joyfully in the ſtrengrh of you God..” How many have 


ventured all, and ſuſtained all, both in former Apes, and in this 
reſent Age, ina neighbouring Countrey, with aſtoniſhing Joy, 
for this ſelf ſame Religion ? But Oh ! what will you looſe, and 


. what muſt you ſuffer, if you wickedly depart from your God,and 


renounce his Truth ?* Would you be in 7udas his deſpair, or ſu- 
ſtain the horrour Spira was filled with, for Worldly Fayour and 
Preferment ? Would yoube willing, for eaſe and pleaſure here, 
to be the obje of Gods heavieſt diſpleafire for ever ? To be 
ſhut out of Heaven, to ,be continually followed with. Gods 


+ 


' Curſe ? To be a perpetual Companion of Devils, and the worſt 


Sinners ? To lie roaring and howſing, toall Eternity, in unquen- 
able flames? In a word, conſider how the Faith you profeſs, is 
the Faith which: God Almighty hath-tavght and appoititcd, 
which the Lord Jeſns hath born witneſs unto, and ſealed with 
his Blood, .whbich the Apoſtles preached to the World, and ſuf- 
fered for ; the Faithwhich'has been juſtified and: confirmed by 


- multitudes of moſt real ahd undeniable Miracles; a Faith-that is 


pure #d, peaceable, and tends moſt intirely to propagate” and 
increaſe all that is truely excellent and praiſe-worthy amoiigft 
Men; a Faith which God bath taken care of in-all, Ages of the 


- Chriſtian World, and which aſſures its ſincere . Profeſſors of 
" things" incomprehenfibly great and glorious hereafter,” and fills 
Them wich wapeyaBte pe 

the Soffering they can be expoſe 1 its : | 
God hath wonderfully' freed from the 'Corruptions which were 
© formerly, mixed with it, in theſe Nations ; and-for which, He 


ce and comfort at preſent, amidſt All 
e expoſed to, on its' account 5 a Faith 


ey can 


tath often and. even miraculouſly appeared, in diſcovering and | 
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"blaſting the projecis the deſigns, an the attFmpt4 of its moſt ſub- 
_ tleand unreconcileable Enemies: 2 Faith yqur Anceſtors, after 

mature confideration, .priz'd above all their worldly Intereſts, 

and Lives: a Faith, they took a great deal of care and pains to - 
have [tranſmitted to;you pure .and undefiled : a. Faith, which 
brought with it mulcitydes of outward Bleſſings; And which oc- 
caſioned theſe Nations to be.eas'd of a Yoke, which all the Inha- 
bicants;who had ingenious ſenſe,complained often of, and grogh- 
ed under : a Faith you cannot part with, but in all probability, 
you will again involve your felves in Calamities and Miſeries, 
. like to thoſe out of which: your Predeceſſors ſtroye with all their 
- might to.cxtricate themſelves.. Have you an ambition now, to 
expoſe your ſelves and. your. Poſterity to all the miſchief and 
. evil; which people of the adverſe. perſwaſion, have been known 
induſtrious and unwearied to- bring upon thoſe they look upon 
as Hereticks ?: Are 'yqu: reſolved to pull down wich your. own 
- bands, upon your ſelves, all the fad and direful Plagyes which are 
. reſerved to be; inflicted, -in the next World, onthem who perfi- 


«* © 


. giouſly betray the Faith of the Goſpel, and wickedly Apoſtatize 


-tromthe-Ttue Religion ? It not, then take care, and look well 
. to-your ſelves, and ſee that you be fixed and confirmed in the 
.' Proteſtant Religion. And therefore, :; 
.- .,- 4+;.:Be ſure you be built upon the true Foundation, Take * 
_ heed you profels not the True Faith, meerly becauſe it is owned 
. by any Society of ſome particular extrinſical denomination :.any 
-particular Church may fall. There is a Body of Men now in 
the World, who aſſume to themſelves a very glorious Title ; and 
-yet, when a- juſt enquiry is made, and the largeſt aſlowances 
.. Charity can prompt to, are yielded them, that Society can only ' 
paſs for a. yery corrupt port of the Chriſt;an Church ; and yet 
. the antient Inhabjtants of that place where the Head of this So- 
- Ciety hath fixed his See, were-a people, in St. Pauls time, ſo 
hearty in, and true to the Doctrines of Chriſt, their Faith was 
ſpoken of throughout all the World>. Rom. 1, 8. Where areany 
tracts. and footſteps now,, of thoſe Chyrches you..xead; of in the 
| Revelations ? And yet God never forfaketh any, fill they firſt far- 
:fakehim. Thete has heen, I fear there is.ſtiJ}, alto, thera faple 
. amongſt us, that we are immoderately concerned for-the credic 
and - outward grandure of particular Parties; and Chriſtiansare 
reſpected, not. for their being Chriſtians, but for theireſpouſing 
- ſme diſtinguiſhing Notions and CharaQters of Man's ——_— 


Att. a, 3. 4 © 


Lam: nosfwods 


God. "ll  ayerthrow, at leaſt, mightily / 
abaſe Men's a ciog0 Fol Fo vt: Notions 
among. Chritiangy Palos? ol ralſe $ Charch ts that. prof 

£ e 


the Scrip- 


you ſhould be built upon, is that of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Teſus Chriſt Himſelf being the Chief Corner-Stone. 'Eph. 2. 20. 


l 35 TOM TTY . CT #0P> | / : 
.. 2, - Embrace nothing as an Article of Faith, or part of Religi- 
on, but what the Holy: Scriptures are expreſs, or very clear 
concerning. . You have in theſe Scriptures all that. is neceſſary 
t9 any Man's Salvation, -2 Tim. 3. 16.17. foh. 20. 13, _Be- 
lieve no Man, :nor no Society” of Men in theſe Caſes, further 
than the Scriptnres do warrant what they teach. * A4#. 17. 
11. 1ſai..8. 20. n | 


3. Be not extreamly hot and zealous about any thing, but 
what the purity of Faith, and power of Godlineſs arereally con- 
cerned in- Good Men and Orthodox Chriſtians may have dif- 
ferent apprehenſions about Matters of ſma]l moment, with- 
out much prejudice to their own Souls, or the common Faith, 


" provided theſe Diſſerences be managed without uncharitable- 


neſs and unchriſtian violence : But too much heat and violence: 
about things, diverts from the weighty - matters of God's 
Laws, and Religion ſoon ſenſibly decays. Phrl, 3. 16, Gal. 6. 


16. Tit. 349. 


4- ExpeCt and prepare for Tryals. Chriſt hath dealt plainly 
and openly with us : In the World ye ſhalt bave Troubles. See Mat. 
I6. 24. Learn to reſign up your ſelves, and live in expectation 
of Sufferings. Read 1 Per. 4. 12, 13. GEES 


5- Be earneſt in Prayer, that your Hearts and Souls may have 
an inward, real, ſpiritual, affeCtionate ſenſe of the Truth and In- | 
portance of the Doftrines of Chriſtianity. x Cor, 2. 22, 13, Uh: 


? 


6: $tudy the Holy Scripture ently,and ether onr 
dayly Jelight pra 66 WY Tn H 98. ob Y 

7. Make a good Improverheilt of the plain; Faithful: Minifiey: 
of the Word, whiPſt you can ivjoy i it: yon know hot whatTinies 


may come. 2 Tm, 4. 3,4 - 
8. Take heed of Self. confidence, ard depend wholly on thy 


Saviour, 
yp: Fours to be expert in nfing every part of the Chriſtian Av 
FR. hy + 6. 13. Oc. 
p "6: atch your ſelves carefully, and your Enemies too. 
2 Fet. 3.17. 
IT. Take a due care that your Faith may efftefually influence 
you to all Holioeſs. of Life and Converſation. That Manis:in _ 
reat preparation to renounce his Faiths, that hath proſtitu- = 
£:] his Conſcience, : arid ts regatdtefs how —_ 1 Ti». 1: 19. 
Read, conſider, and improve what is offered unto you, and 
the God of all Gtace, who hath <alled us to his Eternal-Glory, 
A I Jeſus, after.that ve haveſuſfered a while, make his 
&c, 1 Pet. 5. hon | | 
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